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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


ACTS  AND  PKOCEBDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  at  its  Annua/  Sessions,  convened  in  General  Convention, 
in  Frederick,  Add. ,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,   One  Thousand  Ei;rht  Hundred  and 
Seventy-nine.     The  Sessions  commenced  on  the 
evening  of  the    Twenty-second,    and  con- 
tinued until  the  Twenty-ninth  day  of  the 
inonth  inclusive,  at  121/  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 


OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 

The  Synod  convened  in  General  Convention,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, October  22nd,  A.  D.  1879,  at  7  o'clock,  in  the  First  or  Evan-el- 
ical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick  City,  Frederick  County,  Md.,  mr- 
suant  to  appointment  of  last  annual  meeting,  and  was  opened  with  the 
usiial  religious  services.  The  President  of  the  previous  year,  Rev.  M. 
Kieffer,  I).  D.,  preached  the  opening  sermon  from  Isaiah  21:  11  12—^ 
''Watchman,  what  of  the  night?  Watchman,  what  of  the  night? 
The  watchman  said.  The  morning  cometh,  and  also  the  night :  if  ye 
will  inquire,  inijuire  ye  :  return,  come." 


ARTICLE  II. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I.      FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OF   ZION. 

Minhtevs  .—Jacob  0.  Miller,  D.  D.,  William  K.  Zieber,  D.  D.,  John 
Ault  Rinehart  R.  Smith,  Aaron  Wanner,  D.  D.,  Aaron  Spano-ler,  Reu- 
ben Rauhauser,  Israel  S.  Weisz,  D.  ]).,  Moses  Kieffer,  I).  I)!;  William 
ii.  Herbert,  Andrew  J.  Heller,  (leorge  W.  Glessner,  ])  I)  John 
Kretzing,  E.  CJarver  Williams,  Amos  II.  Kremer,  D.  J).,  William  H 
Xanders,  Sdas  F.  Laury,  Francis  S.  Lindaman,  AVilliam  W  H  Dea- 
tnch,  Jeremiah  M.  Mickley,  William  F.  Cllitlower,  William  D  Le- 
fever,  and  the  Licentiates  Samuel  T.  Wagner  and  Silas  M  Hench 

^Wers  ■— Isi-ael  Laucks,  John  Sellers,  Emanuel  Krone,  Jacob  G. 
March,  John  .Aliller,  Haniel  Mitzel,  Michael  L.   Emig,  Andrew  H 


Beitler,  Jacob  Rickard,  James  E.  Ross,  John  Hoover,  Francis  M.  Mc- 
Keehan,  Henry  Dietz,  Samuel  R.  Weaver,  Adam  D.  Myers,  George 
W.  Hench,  S.  Augustus  Basehore,  Peter  Stambaugh,  Henry  Wirt, 
Adam  Heberlig,  J.  Lawrence  Robrbacb,  and  Jesse  W.  Garrett. 

II.      FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OP    MARYLAND. 

3f misters  : — Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D.,  George  L.  Staley,'D.  D.,  Ed- 
mund R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  William  Goodrich,  Simon  S.  Miller,  Abner 
R.  Kremer,  Mortimer  L.  Shuford,  Orange  E.  Lake,  Joel  T.  Rossiter, 
Nehemiah  H.  Skyles,  T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier,  Ambrose  C.  Geary,  John 
G.  Noss,  William  Rupp,  Jonas  B.  Shontz,  Leighton  G  Kremer,  Mar- 
ion L.  Firor,  Conrad  Clever,  Anthony  Shulenberger,  J.  Spangler  Kieffer, 
P.  Allison  Long,  Henry  VVisslcr,  and  the  Licentiate  Henry  E.  Cook. 

Elders: — Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Louis  Markell,  Joseph  H. 
Troup,  J.  Taylor  Motter,  Ezra  Williard,  William  H.  Haugh,  Golds- 
boro  S.  Griffith,  David  H.  Koogle,  Christian  M.  Keedy,  H.  Wirt 
Shriver,  John  M.  HoiFman,  Jacob  Sellers,  WilUam  Miller,  Jacob  H. 
Bowers,  Peter  Zimmerman,  Michael  Smith,  jMichael  Zimmerman,, 
Daniel  Riser,  and  Charles  Fridinger. 

III.       FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OF    MERCERSBURG. 

Ministers  : — William  M  Deatrick,  Lsaac  G.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Dole, 
Ellis  N.  Kremer,  David  M.  Whitmore,  David  N.  Dittmar,  John  M. 
Schick,  William  I.  Stewart,  David  W.  Ebbert,  William  C.  Cremer, 
William  A.  Gring,  Franklin  F.  Bahner,  Henry  F.  Long,  J.  David 
Miller,  Henry  S.  Garner,  J.  Alvin  Reber,  Isaac  N.  Peightel,  Elnathan 
E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  Milton  H.  Sangree,  Isaac  M.  Motter,  Cyrus  H. 
Reiter,  Henry  I.  Comfort,  and  John  H.  Sykes. 

Elders  .--Henry  Mickley,  Adriel  Koons,  Benjamin  Neff, William  Dice, 
George  Dice,  Levi  Bolger,  Henry  Omwake,  and  Samuel  B.  Snively. 

IV.      FROM    THE    CLASSIS   OF    VIRGINIA. 

Ministers: — Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Henry  Tallhelm,  Charles 
G.  Fisher,  John  C.  Bowman,  John  A.  HoflFheins,  Barton  R.  Carna- 
han,  Samuel  L.  Whitmore,  Lawrence  M.  Hensell,  George  H.  Martin,. 
D.  D.,  Henry  St.  J.  Rinker,  and  Anderson  J.  Whitmore. 

Elders: — William  H.  Bargelt,  John  M.  Nicely,  John  M.  Stoner, 
Joseph  Welshans,  John  W.  Yakey,  Henry  J.  Seibert,  Emanuel  Roler,. 
and  John  F.  Crawn. 

V.      FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OF    NORTH    CAROLINA. 

Ministers  : — G.  William  Welker,  D.  D.,  and  John  A.  Foil. 

VI.      FROM    THE   CLASSIS    OF   SAN    FRANCISCO. 


VII.      FROM   THE   PORTLAND-OREGON   CLASSIS. 

******** 

ADVISORY   MEMBERS. 

From  the  Synod  of  the  United  States : — Revs.  Samuel  R.  Fisher, 
D.  D.,  George  H.  Johii.stoii,  John  A.  Peters,  and  Theodore  Appel,  D.  D. 

From  the  Synod  of  Pittslnirgh  : — Rev.  (reorge  A.  Whitmore. 

From  the  German  Synod  of  the  East : — Rev.  Herman  Bielfeld. 

From  Zions  Classis  : — Elder  William  A.  Wilt. 

From  Mercershurg  Classis : — Elders  Adam  B.  Wingerd  and  Jacob 
Heyser. 

MINISTERS    OF   OTHER    CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  ministers,  residents  of  Frederick  or 
vicinity,  was  announced  from  time  to  time,  during  the  sessions  of  Syn- 
od, viz :  George  Diehl,  D.  D.  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  S.  V.  Leach, 
D.  D  ,  0.  E  Dudrear,  A.  E.  Bradenbaugh,  and  W.  A.  Koontz  of  the 
Metliodist  Church ;  J.  L.  Grimm  and  William  Beall  of  the  LTnited 
Bi-ethren  Church ;  Robert  IL  Williams  of  the  Presbyterian  Church ; 
and  M.  Spriddle  of  the  African  Methodist  Church. 


Note  — A  considerable  number  of  the  members  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  Synod 
after  tlie  first  session.  Hence  tlieir  names  do  not  occur  in  the  order  in  which  they 
would  appcir,  had  they  been  present  at  the  formation  of  the  Synodical  Roll,  at  the 
opening  t-ession,  but  in" the  order  of  their  api)earauce  upon  tho  floor  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  III. 


ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  1).  D.,  President,  Cavetown,  3Id. 
Rev.  W.  M.  Deatriek  is  Stated  Clerk,  Morcersburg,  Pa. 
Rev.  I.  S.  AVeisz,  I).  I).,  Corresponding  Secretary,  York,  Pa. 
Elder  L.  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Treasurer,  Frederick,  Md. 


ARTICLE  IV. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order,  as  adopted  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  Synod, 
■were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  limits  of  the  Bar  of  the  House 
were  defined,  agreeably  to  tliese  Rules,  to  consist  of  the  first  eight  pews 
from  tho  cliancel  railing. 

On  motion,  the  following  plan  or  rule  for  the  formation  of  the  roll 
of  the  next  Synod  was  adopted,  viz.  : 

Inasmuch,  as  considerable  time  is  occupied  annually  in  making  out 
the  Synodical  Roll,  and  in  order  to  avoid  this  as  much  as  possible  in 
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the  future,  and  to  facilitate  the  formation  of  said  roll,  it  is  hereby  or- 
dered, as  follows,  to  wit : 

1.  That,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  meeting  of  next  Synod,  the 
Stated  (Jlerk  of  each  Classis  furnish  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  with 
a  certified  list  or  roll  of  all  the  ministers  and  pastoral  charges  on  the 
Classical  Roll,  at  the  time. 

2.  That,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  convening  of  the  nest  an- 
nual meeting  of  Synod,  each  pastoral  charge  shall  be  required  to  send 
the  proper  credentials  of  its  delegated  elder  or  elders  to  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  Synod. 

3.  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  shall,  from  these  data,  form  a 
provisional  roll,  which  is  to  be  called  immediately  after  the  Synodical 
sermon  has  been  preached,  and  that  the  names  of  those  responding  shall 
constitute  the  opening  Synodical  Roll  for  the  purpose  of  organization. 

4.  That,  at  least  four  weeks  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  next 
Synod  to  meet,  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  give  official  notice  of  the 
foregoing  action  in  The  Messenger. 


The  following  hours  were  fixed  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the 
current  sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

The  forenoon  session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11 J  o'clock.  The 
afternoon  session  to  begin  at  2  and  end  at  4^  o'clock.  Evening  ses- 
sions were  held  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings,  beginning  at  7 2 
and  7  o'clock,  respectively. 


ARTICLE  V. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, viz. : 

Religious  Services  .—Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  M.  L.  Shuford,  G.W. 
Glessner,  M.  L.  Fu-or,  and  Elders  L.  H.  Steiner,  D.  H.  Koogle,  and 
L.  Markell. 

Minutes  of  Sytiod  :—?^Qy^.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  J.  Ault,  0.  E.  Lake, 
J.  A.  Foil,  and  Elders  I.  Laucks,  E.  Williard,  and  J.  Welshans. 

Overtures: — Revs.  A.  Wanner,  W.  C.  Cremer,  W.  Goodrich,  B.  R. 
Carnahan,  and  Elders  John  Sellers,  J.  H.  Troup,  and  H.  Mickley. 

Minutes  of  Classes  .—Revs.  I.  S.  Weisz,  C.  G.  Fisher,  S.  S.  Mil- 
ler, D.  N.  Dittmar,  and  Elders  E.  Krone,  J.  Hoover,  and  A.  Koons. 

Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination : — Revs.  G.  W.  Welker,. 
J.  0.  Miller,  G.  L.  Staley,  A.  G.  Dole,  and  Elders  G.  S.  Griffith,  B. 
Neff,  and  J.  M.  Nicely. 


State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports  : — Revs.  M.  Kieffer,  J. 

C.  Bowman,  A.  C.  Geary,  F.  F.  Baliner,  and  folders  A.  H.  Beitler,  J. 
T,  Motter,  and  W.  Dice. 

Education  : — Revs.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  E.  N.  Kremer,  J.  Kretzing, 

D.  W.  Ebbert,  and  Elders  11.  W.  Sliriver,  L.  Bolger,  and  J.  M.  Stoner. 

Missions  : — Revs.  A.  J.  Heller,  A.  Spangler,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  D.  M. 
Whitmore,  and  Elders  J.  G.  March,  Jacob  Sellers,  and  G.  Dice. 

Publication  : — Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  J.  G.  Noss,  W.  A.  Gring,  W. 
H.  Herbert,  and  Elders  F.  M.  McKeehan,  J.  ^I.  Hoffman,  and  M.  L. 
Emig. 

Finance : — Revs.  A.  H.  Kremer,  N.  H.  Skyles,  C.  Clever,  W.  I. 
Stewart,  and  Elders  J.  Miller,  W.  H.  Haugh,  and  D.  3Iitzel. 

Nominations  : — Revs.  A.  R.  Kremer,  W.  Rnpp,  L.  (1.  Kremer.  J. 
M.  Schick,  and  Elders  W.  H.  Bargelt,  J.  E.  Ross,  and  C.  M.  Keedy. 

Ministerial  Necrology : — Revs.  I.  G.  Brown,  R.  R.  Smith,  J.  D. 
Miller,  E.  G.  Williams,  and  Elders  J.  Rickard,  H.  Dietz,  and  S.  R. 
Weaver. 


ARTICLE  VI. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  Mercersburg,  Maryland,  North  Car- 
olina, Virginia,  San  Francisco,  Portland-Oregon,  and  Zion  were  re- 
ceived, and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes, 
except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Tables, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  these  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  presented  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Coujmittee  on  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  audited. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  P^ducation  was  laid  before  Synod  and 
read,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  was  received  and  referred  to  the  same 
Committee. 

5.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  ]Missions,  and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Missions  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Mi-ssions. 

ti.  Ten  other  Communications  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
StandinQr  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed  the  following  re- 
ligious services,  viz. : 

1 .  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  appropriate 
religious  services. 

2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  amended,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  would  respectfully  report,  as 
follows : 

SERVICES    IN   CONNECTION   AVITH    THE    SYNOD,    IN    THE   FIRST 
REFORMED    CHURCH. 

Thursday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Welker.  Liturgical 
services  by  Revs.  W.  C.  Cremer  and  Dr.  Weisz. 

Friday  Evening. — Synodical  Sunday-school  Board's  service,  con- 
ducted by  Elder  G-.  S.  (xrifhth. 

1st  Topic.  The  Sunday-school  as  a  Means  of  Christian  Nurture. 
Speakers,  Revs.  Dr.  Staley  and  W.  I.  Stewart- 

2nd  Topic.  The  Preparation  Necessary,  on  the  part  of  a  teacher,  be- 
fore meeting  the  Class.     Speakers,  Revs.  J.  B.  Shontz  and  Dr. Wanner. 

3rd  Topic.  The  Catechism  as  a  text-book  of  distinctive  doctrine  in 
the  Sunday-school.     Speakers,  Revs.  F.  F.  Bahner  and  Dr.  Callender. 

Saturday  Afternoon. — Services  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Commim- 
ion :  sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Martin.  Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  Dr. 
Miller  and  W.  M.  Deatrick. 

Saturday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman.  Liturgical 
services  by  Revs.  J.  A.  Hoft'heins  and  J.  A.  Foil. 

Sunday  Morning. — Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper:  sermon  or 
address  by  Rev.  Dr.  Glessner.  Liturgical  services  by  Revs.  Drs.  San- 
tee  and  Fisher. 

Sunday  Afternoon.  —  Sunday-school  services.  Addresses  by  Revs. 
Dr.  Kremer,  G.  H.  Johnston,  and  Dr.  Miller. 

Sunday  Evening. — Sermon  by  Rev.  Dr.  Iligbee.  Liturgical  services 
by  Revs.  W.  Goodrich  and  A.  J.  Heller. 

SERVICES    IN    OTHER   CHURCHES. 

Refor7ned  Church  (^German). — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  A.  Spang- 
ler.     Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev.  R.  R.  Smith. 

Fairixiew  Church. — Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev.  G.  A.  Whitmore. 
Mount  Pleasant  Charge. — Sunday,  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer. 
Glade  Charge.  —  Sunday,  Rev.  F.  S.  Lindaman. 


Jefferson. — Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer. 

Lutheran  Chtrch. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  Dr.  Callender.     >S'wn.- 
day  Evening,  Rev.  M.  L   Firor. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  C.  Clever. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  J.  K.  Hoff"heins. 

Episcopal  Methodist  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kre- 
mer.    Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  Dr.  Staley. 

Presbyterian  Church. — Sunday   Morning,  Rev.  W.    I.    Stewart. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  F.  F.  Bahner. 

Baptist  Church  (^Colored). — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sykes. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbevt. 

African  Methodist  Church. — Sunday  Morning,  Rev.  A.  J.  Heller. 
Sunday  Evening,  Rev.  H.  Tallhelm. 

Lutheran  Church  {German  Service'). — Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev. 
E.  G.  Williams. 

Harmony  Grove. — Sunday  Afternoon,  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  R.  EscHBACll,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 


MINUTES  OF  SYNOD. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  publicly  by 
the  Synod  was  dispen.sod  with,  and  the  Printed  Minutes  of  the  last  an- 
nual sessions  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Synod  to  report  the  items  of  unfinished  business,  claiming  the  attention 
of  this  meeting  of  Synod.  During  the  session  of  Thursday  Afternoon, 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  submitted  the  following- 
report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item,  adopted  as  a  whole, 
and  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE   ON    MINUTES    OF   SYNOD. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  INIinutes  of  Synod  of 
la.st  year,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing items  of  unfinished  business  claiming  the  attention  of  the  present 
sessions  of  Synod,  viz. : 

Item  1,  page  7.  The  Standing  Committee  on  INI inisterial  Necrology 
■was  appointed,  wh(ise  duty  it  will  be  to  report  at  this  meeting  of  Synod, 
of  which  Committee  Rev   (J.  L.  Staley  is  Chairman. 

Item  2,  page  25.  It  will  be  necessary  to  elect  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education  to  fill  the  places  of  Revs.  W.  Goodrich  and  J.  A  Iloflf- 
heins,  and  Elder  .J.  Heyser,  whose  terms  of  office  will  expire  with  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod. 
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Item  3,  page  34.  Two  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  three 
thousand  voluntarily  assumed  by  the  Maryland  Classis,  were  apportioned 
among  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and- 
San  Francisco,  for  the  purchasing  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  chapel 
for  the  Washington  City  mission. 

Item  4,  jpa^e  34.  The  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  was  requested 
to  issue  an  appeal  to  the  Reformed  Church,  at  large,  for  funds  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  thereby  aiford  an  opportunity  to  every  baptized  as 
well  as  confirmed  member  of  our  Zion  to  contribute  towards  the  erection 
of  a  chapel  for  said  mission. 

Item  6,  page  34.  Thirty -nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  ap- 
portioned among  the  several  Classes  for  Home  Missions. 

Item  6,  page  35.  All  the  pastors  belonging  to  Synod  were  re- 
quested to  take  up  special  collections  for  the  payment  in  full  of  the 
promises  made  by  the  Synod  at  York,  in  1876,  to  the  cause  of  missions 
in  the  Iowa  and  Virginia  Classes. 

Item  1 .,  page  35.  The  Maryland  Classis  was  requested  to*  appoint  a 
committee  to  regulate,  conjointly  with  the  mission  congregation  in 
Washington  city,  the  purchasing  of  a  lot  and  the  building  of  a  chapel ; 
and  to  have  authority  also  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Syn- 
odic Board  of  Missions  for  such  funds  as  may  have  been  placed  in  his 
hands  for  this  specific  object. 

Item  8,  page  36.  It  will  be  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the 
Synodic  Board  of  Missions  to  fill  the  place  of  Elder  Henry  Wirt,  whose 
term  of  service  expired  on  the  1st  instant. 

Item  9,  page  37.  The  Synod  made  contingent  provision  for  the  or- 
dination of  the  licentiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring  to  the  work  of  the  Holy 
Ministry  and  also  as  missionary  to  Japan ;  and,  to  this  end,  appointed 
a  committee  of  ordination,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  0.  Miller,  M.  Kiefi"er, 
and  E.  R.  Eschbach. 

Item  10,  j^age  39.  One  half  of  the  assessment  upon  Synod  by  the 
last  General  Synod  for  contingent  purposes,  being  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  remained  unprovided  for,  and  was  referred  to  this  Synod 
for  liquidation. 

Itetn  11,  page  40.  An  increasing  deficit  was  reported  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Synod  in  the  fund  needed  to  cancel  the  loan,  made  in 
1875  by  the  direction  of  Synod  for  the  relief  of  the  Reformed  Church 
Publication  Board. 

Item  12,  jjage  40.  It  becomes  necessary  to  elect  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  to  fill  the  place  of  Rev  E.  R.  Eschbach, 
whose  term  of  service  will  end  January  1st,  1880. 

Item  13,  page  41.  It  will  be  necessary  to  elect  two  members  of  the 
Sunday-school  Board,  to  fill  the  places  of  Elder  G.  S.  Griffith,  whose 
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term  of  office  expires  at  this  meeting  of  Synod,  and  of  Rev.  A.  C.Whit- 
mer,  whose  place  was  made  vacant  by  his  removal,  during  the  past  year, 
into  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

Item  14,  page  42.  Conditional  provision  was  made  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  (Jlassis  out  of  that  portion  of  the  territory  of  San  Fran- 
cisco Chassis,  lying  north  of  the  State  of  California. 

Item  lb, page  4:4.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  annual  sessions  of  Synod 
published,  and  to  distribute  them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  Min- 
utes of  Synod. 

Item  16,  2)age  48.  It  is  rendered  necessary  for  Synod,  at  this  time, 
to  elect  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  to  fill 
the  place  of  Elder  G.  S.  Criffith,  whose  term  of  service  is  about  to 
expire. 

Item  17,  page  48.  The  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  and  pub- 
lish, jointly  with  a  similar  Committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  iu  the  United  States,  an  edition  of  "Hymns  for  the  Reformed 
Church"  with  music,  was  continued,  of  which  committee  Rev.  E.  E. 
Higbee  is  Chairman. 

Item  IS,  page  50.  The  election  of  four  commissioners,  two  minis- 
ters and  two  elders,  as  members  of  the  Commission  to  convene  in  the 
city  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  November  26th,  1879,  to  con- 
sider and  solemnly  deliberate  over  all  matters  in  controversy  within  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  devising  a  plan 
of  amicable  adjustment,  was  defeiTed  until  the  present  meeting  of  Syn- 
od would  take  place. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 
John  Ault, 
0.  E.  Lake, 
J.  A.  Foil, 
Israel  Laucks, 
Ezra  Wi'lliard, 
Joseph  Welshans, 

CoTumittee. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  1,  see  Article  XXII.,  Ministerial 
Necrology;  items  2,  8,  12,  13,  and  16  were  severally  adopted,  and 
then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Ndniinatiims  to  make  the 
necessary  nominations ;  on  items  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  1),  see  Article  XIV., 
Missions  ;  on  items  7  and  14,  see  Article  X.,  Report  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes;  on  items  10  and  11,  see  Article  XV., 
Finance;  on  items  15  and  17,  see  Article  XX.,  Publication;  and  on 
item  18,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous 
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ARTICLE  IX. 


OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  presented  their  report,  which 
Tvas  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  amended,  adopted  as  a  whole,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  report  the  following  papers  as  re- 
quiring the  attention  of  this  Synod,  to  wit : 

Item  1.  A  petition  from  the  Woodstock  Charge  to  this  Synod  to 
hold  its  next  annual  sessions  in  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  County,  Va. 

Item  2.  A  similar  request  from  the  Newton  Church  of  North  Car- 
olina in  the  form  of  a  unanimous  invitation  to  the  Potomac  Synod  to 
hold  its  sessions  in  J880  in  Newton,  N,  C. 

Item  3.  An  overture  from  the  Alumni  Association  of  Mercersburg 
College,  respectfully  asking  Synod  for  an  hour  to  consider  the  future  of 
the  College,  and,  if  practicable^  to  devise  means  for  the  help  of  said 
College  in  its  present  necessity.  It  is  intended  that  the  hour  asked  for, 
shall  be  occupied  in  speaking  by  Revs.  Dr,  Higbee,  M.  H.  Sangree, 
and  D.  M.  Whitmore. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
.the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  requesting 
the  appointment  of  a  member  from  this  Synod  to  constitute  a  joint 
committee  of  three  ;  the  other  two  to  be  appointed,  the  one  from  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  the  other  from  that  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States.  The  duty  of  such  joint  committee  shall  be  to 
select  a  series  of  Sunday-school  Scripture  Lessons,  and  to  prepare  com- 
ments on  the  same  for  the  coming  year ;  and,  further,  that  annually 
hereafter  such  joint  committee  be  appointed  by  said  Synods  for  the 
same  purpose. 

Item  5.  A  letter  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  LTnited  States,  in  which  he  gives  the  ac- 
tion of  said  body,  at  the  sessions  in  East  on.  Pa.,  in  1878,  on  the  over- 
ture from  the  Sunday-school  Board  of  this  Synod  requesting  the  East- 
ern Synod  to  co-operate  in  publishing  a  Sunday-school  Monthly,  and 
respectfully  suggests  that  this  Synod  bring  this  subject  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Publication  Board. 

Item  6.  A  communication  over  t)ie  signatures  of  the  President  and 
Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  attention  of  this  Synod  is  called  to  the  action  of 
said  Synod  with  reference  to  the  Peace  Commission. 

Item  7.  A  paper  signed  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  same  Synod,  in 
his  official  capacity,  giving  the  action  of  said  Synod  in  reference  to  the 
payment  of  deficiency  in  the  salaries  of  the  Professors  in  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  a  recommendation  to  this  Synod  to 
take  similar  action. 
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I(em  8.  A  petition  from  the  Consistory  of  the  Reformed  Church 
at  Churchtown,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  praying  the  Synod  to  receive 
the  legacy  of  Philip  Brechbill,  late  of  Boiling  Springs,  (Cumberland 
County,  Pa.,  who  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  dated  March  4th, 
1874,  and  proven  in  the  Register's  office  in  and  for  said  County  of 
Cumberland  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1875,  did  bequeath  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars  to  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz. :  "I  will  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  Grerman  Re- 
formed Synod,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  pastor  at 
Churchtown."  The  Consistory  further  I'equests  the  appointment  by 
Synod  of  some  person,  a  member  of  this  Synod,  to  whom  the  bequest 
may  be  paid  and  kept  in  trust  for  said  Church. 

Item  9.  A  statement  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  at  Womelsdorf,  of  the  condition  and  wants 
of  said  institution,  together  with  an  earnest  appeal  to  this  Synod  for  aid 
to  pay  the  debt  of  $4,000.00,  still  resting  on  the  Home,  and  help  for 
its  support  in  general. 

Item  10.  A  communication  from  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  Stated  Clerk  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  in  which  he 
directs  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  the  misspelling,  in  the  Minutes  of 
this  Synod  for  1878,  of  the  following  three  names,  members  of  that 
Synod,  viz. :  George  Z.  Kunkel,  and  Revs.  Jared  Fritzinger  and  W. 
T.  Gerhard. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  Wanner,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  1  and  2,  see  Article  XXIV.,  Ad- 
journment ;  on  items  3,  6,  8,  and  9,  see  Article  XXI.,  Miscellaneous ; 
on  items  4  and  5,  see  Article  XVIIL,  Sunday-schools ;  and  on  item 
7,  see  Article  XIII.,  Education.  The  attention  of  the  Stated  Clerk 
was  called  to  the  misspellings  complained  of  in  item  10. 

IsoTK. — Since  returning  home  I  have  examined  the  original  report.^,  in  which  the 
names  occur,  whose  misspelling  is  complained  of.  and  which  were  used  in  printing 
the  Minutes,  and  find  the  mistakes  and  misspellings  in  the  reports  as  furnished  to  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac.  Surely,  neither  the  Stated  Clerk  nor  the  Printer  should,  in 
ail  fairness,  be  held  responsible  for  the  mistakes  and  misspelling  of  proper  names  in 
carelessly  copied  reports  furnished  the  Synod.  Stated  Clerk. 


ARTICLE  X. 


MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Cla.sses  submitted  their  re- 
port, during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon,  which  was  received,  dis- 
posed of  item  by  item,  amended,  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  offer  the  following  as 
their  report : 


14 

I.       IRREGULARITIES. 

1.  Zion's  Classis  transacted  business,  at  a  special  meeting  at  York, 
Pa.,  July  11th,  1879,  not  contained  in  the  call  of  the  President,  to 
wit :  the  dismissing  of  the  licentiate  Louis  F.  Woerle  to  the  Classis  of 
San  Francisco. 

2.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Virginia  Classis  failed  to  note  the  reading 
of  the  several  parochial  reports,  and  their  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  Religion,  and  also  the  propounding  of  the  Constitution- 
al questions  to  the  respective  elders. 

3.  The  Stated  Clerks  of  Zion's,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  Classes 
failed  to  certify,  under  seal  and  signature,  that  their  minutes  are  true 
copies  of  the  original  Minutes. 

II.       REQUESTS    AND   RECOMMENDATIONS. 

4.  Mercersburg  Classis  most  earnestly  urges  the  Synod  to  use  every 
endeavor  for  the  promotion  and  success  of  Mercersburg  College. 

5.  Mercersburg  Classis  refers  the  tender  of  the  resignation  of  Rev. 
J.  A.  Peters  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg 
College  to  Synod  for  acceptance. 

6.  Virginia  Classis  requests  the  Synod  to  relieve  it  from  the  appor- 
tionment of  $50  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  for  the  mission  church  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

7.  San  Francisco  Classis  requests  Synod  to  exonerate  it  from  any 
special  apportionments. 

III.      APPEALS   AND    COMPLAINTS. 

None. 

IV.   SUBJECTS  REFERRED  TO  CLASSES. 

8.  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
San  Francisco  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  Home 
Missions. 

9.  All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  the  subject  of  Bene- 
ficiary Education,  and  the  increase  of  young  men  for  the  ministry. 

10.  Mercersburg  Classis  took  favorable  action  on  the  apportionment 
for  erection  of  chapel  in  Washington,  D.  C 

11.  Zion's  and  North  Carolina  Classes  took  unfavorable  action  on 
the  same  subject. 

12.  Maryland  Classis,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  Synod,  ap- 
pointed Revs.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  G.  L.  Staley,  J.  S.  Kieifer,  and  Elders 
F.  J.  Davis  and  G.  S.  Grifiith  the  Committee  to  act  conjointly  with  the 
Washington  City  mission  in  the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  Washington. 

13.  San  Francisco  Classis  consented  to  the  organization  of  the  Port- 
land-Oregon Classis, — which  organization  was  effected  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon, on  the  1st  of  March  A.  J).  1879  ;  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  presiding- 
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V.      LICENSED,  ORDAINED,  RECEIVED,  AND   DISMISSED. 

14.  Zion's  Classis  licensed  Silas  M.  Hench  and  Louis  F.  Woerle; 
received  the  licentiate  William  H.  Xandors  from  the  East  Pennsylva- 
nia Classis  and  ordained  him ;  received  the  licentiate  Silas  F.  Laury 
from  the  Tohickon  Classis  and  ordained  him  ;  received  Rev.  George  E. 
Addams  from  the  West  Siis(|uehanna  Classis  ;  and  dismissed  the  licen- 
tiate Louis  F.  Woerle  to  the  San  Francisco  Classis. 

15.  Maryland  Classis  ordained  the  licentiate  Marion  L.  Firor ;  re- 
ceived Conrad  Clever  from  the  Lancaster  Classis  of  the  Synod  of  U.  S. ; 
dismissed  the  licentiate  George  M.  Zacharias  to  the  same  Classis ;  and 
deposed  Rev.  Daniel  Gans,  J).  D.,  from  the  Holy  Ministry. 

16.  Mercersburg  Classes  licensed  Wm.  Wilberforce  Deatrick,  Sam- 
uel H.  Eisenberg,  and  Daniel  H.  Leader ;  and  dismissed  Revs.  Adam 
C.  Whitmer  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Henry  F.  Seiple  to 
the  Tohickon  Classis. 

17.  Virginia  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Samuel  L.  Whitmore  and 
Lawrence  M.  Hensell;  received  Rev.  Frederick  E.  Vandersloot  from 
the  Zion's  Classis  of  this  Synod  ;  and  dismissed  the  licentiate  George 
A.  Whitmore  to  the  Clarion  Classis. 

18  North  Carolina  Classis  erased  the  name  of  Rev.  John  C.  Den- 
ny from  its  Roll. 

19.  San  Francisco  Classis  licensed  and  ordained  Jidius  Lange ;  re- 
ceived Revs.  George  Mcschtersheimer  from  the  New  York  Classis,  Ju- 
lius Fuendeling  from  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Conrad  F.  Wal- 
decker  from  Heidelberg  Classis,  and  Louis  F.  Woerle  from  Zion's 
Classis,  this  Synod ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Edmonds  to  the 
Kansas  Classis,  and  Revs.  John  Gantenbcin,  J.  Muellhaupt,  George 
Mcchtersheimer,  and  Julius  Lange  and  their  congregations  to  form  the 
Portland-Oregon  Classis. 

VI.      PLACE   AND   TIME    OP   THE   NEXT   ANNUAL    MEETINGS    OF   THE 

CLASSES. 

20.  Zion's  Classis  Avill  meet  in  Littlestown,  Adams  County,  Pa.,  on 
Thursday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7*  o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev.  A.  J. 
Heller,  President;  Rev.  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  Stated  Clerk  ;  and  El- 
der Wm.  A.  Wilt,  Treasurer. 

21.  Maryland  Classis  will  meet  in  Funkstown,  Washinston  Coun- 
ty, Md.,  on  Thursday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  Ih  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  President,  Stated  Clerk,  and  Treasurer. 

22.  Mercersburg  Classis  will  meet  in  McConnellstown,  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  May  19th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  72  o'clock,  P. 
M.  Rev  F  A.  Rupley,  President ;  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated 
Clerk,  and  Treasurer. 

23.  Virginia  Classis  will  meet  in  Zion's  Church,  Shenandoah  Coun- 
ty, Va.,  on  Thursday,  May  13th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7i  o'clock,  P.  3L 
Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman,  President ;  Rev.  H.  St.  John  Rinker,  Stated 
Clerk  ;  and  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 
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24.  North  Carolina  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Brick  Church  in  Guil- 
ford County,  N.  C,  on  Thursday,  June  3rd,  A.  D.  1880,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.  Rev.  J.  H.  Shuford,  FrcmJent ;  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  D.  D., 
Stated  Clerk ;  and  Rev.  T.  Long,  Treasurer. 

25.  San  Francisco  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Church,  San 
Francisco,  Cahfornia,  on  Thursday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7* 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Rev  J.  Fuendeling,  President ;  Rev.  C.  F.  Waldeck- 
er,  Stated  CJerh  ;   and  Elder  B.  Joost,  Treas^irer. 

26.  Portland-Oregon  Classis  will  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Church 
of  Portland,  Oregon,  on  Thursday,  July  8th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7*  o'clock, 
P.  M.  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  i-*re.s?V/crt/ ;  Rev.  J.  Lange,  >S'to^ec?CferA;; 
and  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt,  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  S.  Weisz, 
S.  S    Miller, 
Chas.  G.  Fisher, 

D.  N.    DiTTMAR, 

E.  Krone, 

•  John  Hoover, 

Commitiee. 

The  resignation  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  in  item  5,  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College  was  accepted,  and  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Nominations  was  instructed  to  make  the  neces- 
sary nominations  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  request  made  in  item  6  was 
not  granted.  The  request  made  in  item  7  was  granted  so  ftir  as  the 
apportionment  for  Washington  mission  chapel  is  concerned,  but  no  far- 
ther. The  action  of  the  Classes  of  Zion  and  North  Carolina,  reported 
in  item  11  was  not  approved,  and  the  apportionment  of  Synod  of  last 
year  was  reiterated.     The  remaining  items  were  severally  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XL 


EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  and  ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination 
offered  the  following  report,  during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon, 
which  was  received  and  adopted,  viz. : 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination  would 
make  report,  that  no  business  having  been  referred  to  them,  nor  any 
application  made  for  examination,  they  now  ask  to  be  discharged. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  Wm.  Welker, 
J    O.  Miller, 
Geo.  Lewis  Staley, 
A.  G.  Dole, 
G.  S.  Griffith, 
Benjamin  Neff, 
John  M.  Nicely, 

Coviviittee. 
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ARTTCLK  XII. 


STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL 
REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Comiuittee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Re- 
ports reported  at  Tuesday  Evening's  session,  -which  was  received, 
amended,  and  adopted.     As  adopted,  the  report  is,  as  follows : 

It  becomes  us  at  all  times  to  be  grateful  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift,  for  the  numberless  blessings,  both  temporal  :ind  spiritual, 
that  He  is  bestowing  upon  us  ;  but  when  convened  as  a  Synod  wc  should 
give  thanks  to  God  espet-ially  on  behalf  of  the  churches  and  congrega- 
tions under  our  care  "for  the  grace  wliich  is  given''  them  by  Jesus 
Christ,  '-that  in  every  thing  they  are  enriched  by  him."  'Po  they  come 
behind  in  no  gift,  waiting  for  tho  cDrning  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Cliri.'^t." 
Bles.-50(1  bo  tht"  name  of  the  most  High  (rod,  that  in  the  gift  of  His  Son, 
He  has  with  Him  also  freely  given  us  all  things.  In  the  Church,  the 
body  of  Christ,  the  infinite  fulness  of  His  grace  is  always  present,  because 
He  himself  is  present,  as  He  hath  promised  :  "Lo,  1  am  with  you  alway, 
even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  '  2>ur  is  this  divine-human  presence 
merely  objective.  Christ  is  not  merely  present  before  the  members  of 
the  Church,  in  the  persons  of  those  commissioned  by  Him  to  minister  in 
holy  things.  The  word  preached  by  them  i>i  mdeed  His  word.  The  holy 
sacraments  administered  by  them  are  the  h(jly,  visible  signs  and  seals  of 
His  grace.  In  His  Person  the  kingdom  of  God  has  come  to  us  in  all  its 
gracious  and  saving  ])o\ver.  The  new  Jerusalem  from  above  has  come 
down  to  earth.  And  in  this  holy  city,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God, 
we  have,  in  the  jirocess  of  fulfillment  and  actualization,  all  that  the  proph- 
ets have  said,  and  all  that  is  foreshadowed  by  previous  dispensations. 

This  is  indeed  a  ground  of  thanksgiving  and  praise.  But  not  merely  on 
this  ground  do  wecall  upon  our  souls  and  all  that  is  within  us  to  magni- 
fy and  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord.  We  do  praise  and  thank  Him  for 
His  presence  with  us  and  our  people,  in  the  sanctuary,  and  in  the  means 
of  grace  which  He  hath  ordained.  We  rejoice  that  the  candlestick  has 
not  been  removed  on  account  of  the  indifference  and  unfaithfulness  of 
many  :  but  that,  on  the  eontrary.  our  churches  generally,  like  that  of 
Corinth  in  the  time  of  St.  Paul,  "have  been  enriched  in  all  things  by  the 
gracious  presence  of  our  blessed  Lord. 

According  to  the  reports  placed  in  our  hands,  we  are  authorized  to  say, 
that  the  labors  of  tlie  ministers  of  this  Synnd,  (all  of  whose  lives  and 
health,  with  one  exception,  have  been  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,) 
have  been  greatly  blessed  during  the  past  year.  The  word  has  been  faith- 
fully preached  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  extended  terri- 
tory, and  it  has  had  free  course,  and  has  been  glorified.  The  outward 
word  has  become  the  inner  word  by  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  objective  realities  of  our  blessed  religion,  the  incarnation 
the  life,  the  deatli,  the  resurrection,  the  ascension,  and  the  Pentecostal 
return  of  our  Lord  to  His  Church  have  become  more  and  more  facts  of 
consciousness  amongst  our  people,  during  the  past  year. 

Christmas,  the  nativity  of  Christ,  moans  that,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  He 
is  formed  in  us  the  hope  of  glory.  His  life  of  toil,  sullering,  and  death, 
is  our  life  of  sutfering  and  our  crucifixion  to  the  world,  and  of  the  world 
unto  us.     His  resurrection  from   the  dead   is   our   resurrection  from  the 
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grave  of  sin,  and  our  justification  unto  life.  And,  as  for  those  who  have 
departed  this  life — He  is  their  resurrection  and  their  everlasting  life.  In 
a  word,  our  people  are  becoming  more  and  more  conscious  of  the  rich 
contents  of  our  undoubted.  Christian  faith,  and  hence  more  and  more 
Christ-like.  Therefore  it  is  blessed  news  whicli  we  hear  from  the  churches 
of  the  large  accessions,— of  the  number  of  children  (as  well  as  of  believ- 
ing adults)  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost — of  the  unusually  large  number  confirmed,  during  the 
year,  in  the  grace  which  they  received  in  their  baptism— and  the  unusual 
interest  taiten  in  Sunday-school  instruction,  and  catechisation  as  means 
to  this  end  :  and  especially  the  very  large  increase  of  the  number  who 
partake  regularly  of  the  elements  of  our  Saviour's  broken  Body  and  shed 
Blood.  True,  mention  is  made  of  trials,  discouragements,  and  sufferings  ; 
but  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God — the  called 
according  to  His  purpose. 

In  conclusion,  it  becomes  our  sad  and  painful  duty  to  note  the  death  of 
Kev.  Nicholas  E.  Gilds,  a  member  of  Synod,  which  took  place  during  the 
last  Synodical  year.  A  brief  account  of  his  life  and  labors  is  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Necrological  Committee. 

Kespectfully  submitted', 

M.    KlEFFER, 
J.    C. 

F.  F. 
A.  C. 
A.  H. 


Wm. 


Por  Statistical  Tables  see  Appendix. 


Bowman, 

Bahner, 

Geary, 

Beitler, 
Dice, 

Committee. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 


EDUCATION. 

The  Board  of  Education  presented  their  annual  report  to  Synod, 
during  the  session  of  Saturday,  which  was  received,  and  then  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Education.  The  report  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 


I.   REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

The  Board  of  Education,  at  its  meeting  in  Hagerstown,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  annual  sessions  of  Synod,  re-elected  the  following  otficers,  viz. : 
Kev.  S.  N.  Callender,  President,  Kev.  I.  G.  Brown,  Secretary,  and  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  previous 
year  was  continued. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  Decem- 
ber 2nd,  1878,  at  which  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  was  authorized,  di- 
rected, and  empowered  to  receive  a  bequest  "to  Beneficiary  Education  in 
the  Keformed  Church,"  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  devised  by  Miss 
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Anna  Maria  Brechbill  of  Boiling  Springs,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  in 
her  last  will  and  testament,  dated  June  17th,  1873,  and  proven  May  5th, 
1876 ;  and  to  also  execute,  deliver,  and  aeknovvlcdge  a  release  therefor  in 
the  name  of  the  Board.  This  was  formally  attended  to  a  few  days  later, 
And  the  amount  bequeatlied  was  received.  The  necessary  expenses  paid 
for  executing  the  requisite  release  and  attorney's  fee,  in  the  case,  amounted 
to  seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  Owing  to  informality  in  writing 
the  will  of  Miss  Brechbill,  the  Treasurer  encountered  serious  difficulty 
in  securing  the  bequest,  having  to  mai<e  repeated  trips  to  Carlisle  in  the 
discharge  of  this  duty.  For  his  trouble  and  individual  expenses  in  the 
•case,  the  Treasurer  did  neither  ask,  nor  receive  any  comjiensation.  To 
complicate  matters,  in  addition  to  the  inforuialitj'  of  the  will  itself  al- 
ready referred  to,  when  the  Treasurer  got  on  the  trail  of  the  bequest,  he 
found  that  the  executor  of  the  estate  had  filed  his  final  account,  which  had 
been  audited,  and  by  said  audit,  passed  upon  and  approved  by  the  Orph- 
ans' Court,  the  amount  devised  had  been  made  paj^able  to  "the  Reformed 
Church,"  instead  of  to  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education  in  the  Re- 
formed Church.  Had  there  been  any  disposition  to  contest  the  matter, 
it  is  feared,  that  the  aim  and  object  of  the  testatrix  would  have  been 
frustrated,  and  the  bequest  lost  to  the  cause. 

The  Board  also  held  a  meeting  in  Mercersburg,  last  May,  at  the  close 
of  the  scholastic  year  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of  Mercersburg 
College,  and  attended  the  examinations  of  those  students  who  had  been 
receiving  theological  instruction  in  said  institution.  In  the  main,  these 
exainiiuitions  were  creditable  to  the  young  men  and  satisfactory  to  the 
members  of  the  Board  that  were  in  attendance. 

Messrs.  Franklin  W.  Brown,  Samuel  H.  Eisenberg,  Christian  Gum- 
bert,  Lawrence  M.  Hensell,  Daniel  H.  Leader,  and  Samuel  L.  Whitmore, 
constituting  the  Senior  Class  in  the  Post  Graduate  Course  of  Study  in 
Mercersburg  College,  after  having  completed  the  regular  three  years  cur- 
riculum of  theological  instruction  were  graduated  and  granted  certificates 
of  dismission  with  recommendation  to  their  respective  Classes  for  exami- 
nation with  a  view  to  licensure.  Messrs.  Eisenberg  and  Leader  were 
duly  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis ;  Messrs. 
Hensell  and  Whitmore  by  the  Virginia  Classis  ;  Mr.  Brown  by  the  West 
Susquehanna  Classsis  ;  and  Mr.  Gumbcrt  by  the  Westmoreland  Classis. 
Wm.  Wilberforce  Deatrick  also  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
Board,  who  had  finislx-d  the  full  course  of  collegiate  and  theological 
study  and  had  graduated  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
was  likewise  licensed  by  the  Mercersburg  Classis. 

The  Board,  at  is  May  meeting,  also  a])pointed  the  resident  members  of 
the  Board  a  committee  to  attend  the  examinations  of  those  beneficiary 
students,  who  were  connected  with  the  collegiate  department  of  Mercers- 
burg College.  These  took  place  during  the  month  of  June,  and  proved 
very  satisfactory  to  the  members  of  the  committee. 

Your  Board  is  happy  in  being  able  to  report,  that,  in  no  instance,  did 
the  scholarship-grade  of  the  beneficiarj'  students  fall  so  low  as  to  require 
special  admonition  to  increased  diligence  and  earnestness  in  study,  as 
provided  for  by  the  Board  two  years  ago,  at  its  meeting  in  Baltimore. 
The  general  behavior  of  all  our  beneficiaries  and  also  of  those  who  re- 
ceived theological  instruction  in  Mercersburg  College  during  the  year,  so 
far  as  the  Board  is  aware,  has  been  commendable. 

In  this  connection,  the  Board  takes  j)leasure  in  stating  to  the  Synod, 
that  since  the  Synod,  at  its  first  annual  meeting,  held  in  Chambersburg, 
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took  action  requiring  all  beneficiary  students  to  give  a  bond  with  approved 
SPcurity,  for  the  funds  paid  them,  not  a  single  instance  of  violation  of  the 
conditions  of  the  bonds  has  occurred. 

During  the  past  Synodical  year,  the  Board  had  under  its  care  and  super- 
vision ten  young  men  as  beneficiary  students  Five  of  these  have  com- 
pleted their  theological  course  of  study,  and  have  been  licensed,  as  already 
stated.  Thus  only  five  beneficiaries  are  now  under  the  care  of  the  Board, 
of  the  number  sustaining  this  relation  one  year  ago.  The  Maryland 
Classis  at  its  annual  meeting  in  May  last  made  provision  for  two  young 
men  as  beneficiary  students,  who  have  since  been  received  under  the  care 
of  the  Board,  viz  :  Calvin  Boyd  Heller  and  John  Nevin  Bauman,  both 
members  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  Consequently,  the  Board, 
at  the  present  time,  has  only  seven  beneficiaries  to  supply  with  funds. 
They  are  to  be  provided  for  as  follows  :  Mercersburg  Classis  three,  Mary- 
land Classis  three,  and  Virginia  Classis  one. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  all  the  Classes  do  not  see  fit  to  carry  forward 
their  beneficiary  operations  in  connection  with  your  Board.  Mercers- 
burg, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Zion's  Classis  only  in  part,  have  been  co- 
operating with  the  Board.  Hence  the  amount  in  this  report  as  contrib- 
uted for  this  noble  cause  necessarily  is  considerably  smaller  than  it  would 
be,  did  all  the  Classes  unite  in  this  work  of  the  Board. 

The  diminishing  number  of  those  who  are  preparing  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry  challenges  earnest  inquiry,  whether  we  as  members  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  are  not  coming  short  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty, 
to  seek  out  young  men  of  honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  wis- 
dom, who  may  be  put  in  a  course  of  training  for  this  most  solemn  and  re- 
sponsible of  all  callings.  Whilst  there  seems  at  present  to  be  even  a  sur- 
plus of  ministers  in  our  Eeformed  Zion,  your  Board  cannot  but  regard 
such  seeming  overplus  to  be  more  apparent  than  real.  Were  the  pro])er 
missionary  spirit  awakened  in  the  Ileformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
it  is  much  more  than  likely,  that  there  would  be  shortly  felt  a  serious 
lack  of  ministerial  workmen.  The  cry  would  soon  be,  too  few,  and  not 
too  many. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Board  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Synod,  that  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  has  punctually  paid  the  beneficiaries  their  stipends. 
in  quarterly  installments,  up  to  this  date,  and,  that  there  remains  a  hand- 
some balance  in  the  Treasury.  The  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  has  manifestly  been  granted  to  the  work  of  the  Board,  during 
the  past  year.  Whilst  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  funds  in  many  other 
departments  of  church  work,  there  has  been  none  with  us  in  this.  'In 
former  years,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  had  either  to  draw  upon  his  in- 
dividual resources  for  the  time  being,  or  to  borrow  where  best  he  could, 
in  order  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the  Treasury  by  the  ben- 
eficiaries. 

At  the  present  time,  G.  B.  Resser,  E.  S.  Hassler,  and  C.  W.  Summey 
are  receiving  theological  instruction  in  the  Post  Graduate  Department  of 
Mercersburg  College,  and  A.  A.  Black  and  E.  R.  Deatrick  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  Board  respectfully  recommends  the  organization,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, in  all  our  congregations,  of  societies  for  securing  funds  for  Bene- 
ficiary Education  and  the  cause  of  Missions. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  acknowleges  the  receipt  of  the  following 
amounts  for  Beneflciaiy  Education,  during  the  last  Synodical  year.     The 
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agjijregate  contributed  by  each   pastoral  charge   is  given,  omitting  the 
items  and  dates  of  payment,  viz.  : 

SYNOPSIS  OF  treasurer's  REPORT. 

Mercersbur(j  Classis. 

Altoona     Charge, $  60.00 

Martinsbnrg   "     50.82 

Mercorsburg  "     50.00 

Chambersbiirg  Charge, 50.0 J 

St.  Chiirsville         "         50.00 

Colleop  Church      " 40.00 

Woodcock  Valley  "          40  00 

Everett                    "         40.00 

Friend's  Cove         "         84.83 

Mont  Alto               "         33.71 

Schcllsburg             "         •. 28.07 

Sulphur  Spring      "          24.90 

St.  Thomas             "         24.46 

Bedford                    "         20.00 

Waterstreet            "         17.90 

Yellow  Creek         "         16.00 

Loudon                     "         1600 

Waynesboro            "         15.00 

Orbisonia                 "          15.00 

Greencastle              " 11.76 

Grindstonehill         "         7.77 

Clover  Creek           ''          6.00 

Middk'burg             "          2.97 

McConnelfsburg    "          2.40 

Amount, $656.09 

Maryland  Classis. 

Evangelical  Ecformed  Church  of  Frederick, $  74.62 

Westminster  Charge, 32.71 

Middletown  Churc'n, 30.00 

Hagerstown  Charge, 16.00 

Glade                     "         12.25 

First  Church  of  Baltimore, 12  00 

Jeflerson  Charge, 10.00 

Cavetown      "        10.00 

Mechanicstown  Charge, 8.00 

Manchester              "  ""     8.00 

Boonsboro                "         8.00 

St.  Paul's  Church  of  Baltimore, 5.00 

Burkittsville  Church, 4.00 

Mount  Pleasant  Charge,  2.00 

Amount, $232.58 

Virginia  Classis. 
Cash  per  Treasurers, $162.19 

Zion's  Classis. 
Cash  per  Treasurer, $100.00 
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Bequest. 
Estate  of  Anna  Maria  Brechbill, $150.00' 

Kecapitxtlation. 

Summary  of  Receipts. 

October  15,  1878.     Balance  in  Treasury, $276.2a 

Keceived  from  Mercersbura;  Classis, 656.09 

"  "     Maryland    ""         "       232.58 

"  "     Virginia  "       162.19 

"  "     Zion's  "      100.00- 

Bequest  of  Miss  Anna  Maria  Brechbill, 150.00 

Total  receipts, $1577.0& 

Summary  of  Payments. 

Paid  beneficiary  students  of  Mercersburg  Classis, %  676.25 

"           "                   "             Maryland             "       275.00 

"           "                    "             Virginia               "       150.00 

"           "                    "              Zion's                    "       112.50 

Expenses  in  getting  bequest  of  Miss  Brechbill, 7.75 

Paid  for  Ledger  for  use  of  Treasurer, 1.30- 

Postage,  revenue  stamps,  stationery,  and  discount, 1.76 

October  15,  1879.     Balance  in  Treasury, 352.50 

Total  payments, $1577.06* 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

The  Board  of  Education. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  we  have  carefully  audited  the  accounts  of  Eev^ 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac,  by  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct  . 

The  foregoing  Synopsis  and  llecapitulation  are  a  faithful  statement  of 
the  same.     There  is  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  at  this  time,  of  $352.50. 

J.  Hassler, 
I.  G.   Brown, 

Auditing  Cominittee. 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  15,  1879. 

II.    REPORT    OP    THE    BOARD    OF    VISITORS   OF   THE    THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Kespected  Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  divine  favor  has  continued 
to  rest  on  our  school  of  the  prophets. 

The  sessions  of  the  Seminary  were  opened  on  the  first  Thursday  of  Sep- 
tember   1878,  and  continued  during  the  year  without  interruption. 

The  following  persons  were  admitted  into  the  Seminary  at  the  opening 
of  the  year  as  members  of  the  Junior  class,  nine  in  number:  Albert  A. 
Black,  Thomas  A.  Fenstermacher,  Edwin  A.  Gernant,  Cosmos  H  Herbst, 
Newton  J.  Miller,  Cyrus  J.  Mu.sser,  John  W.  Ranch,  Calvin  S.  Slagel, 
and  Joshua  Wolbach. 

All  had  regularly  graduated  at  College,  with  the  exception  of  one,  who 
was  admitted  on  the  basis  of  the  partial  course.  Six  are  graduates  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall,  one  of  Mercersburg  and  one  of  Muhlenberg  College. 
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The  Faculty  commends  tho  iiulustry,  moral  habits  and  Christian  char- 
acter of  the  students  and  reports  tliat  the  moral  tone  of  the  institution 
compares  favorably  with  tiiat  of  previous  years.  The  attendance  of  the 
students  has  been  good.  Several  of  them,  however,  were  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  absenting  themselves  during  a  part  of  the  year  and  were  ex- 
cused by  the  Board.  The  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  sat- 
isfactory and  regarded  as  an  advance  on  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  following  persons,  seven  in  number,  having  pursued  the  course 
prescribed  in  the  Seminary,  and  sustained  their  final  examinations  cred- 
itably, were  dismissed  and  recommended  for  licensure:  Robert  C.  Bow- 
ling, Simon  V.  Brown,  W.  Wilberforce  Deatriclc,  Maximilian  F.  Dum- 
strey,  Thomas  J.  Hacker,  Thomas  S.  Land,  and  Silas  F.  Laury. 

All  of  these  with  the  exception  of  one  have  entered  upon  the  active  du- 
ties of  the  ministry. 

During  the  past  year  the  Secretary  ot  the  Board  was  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  digest  of  the  Kules  and  Kegulations  of  the  Seminary,  adopted  by 
the  Board  from  time  to  time.  They  were  revised  and  amended,  and  a 
copy  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Board,  as  the  only 
rules  to  be  hereafter  binding.  Those  omitted  are  not  regarded  as  ajjy 
longer  holding.  The  Board  directed  that  tlie  charter  of  the  Seminary 
should  be  published  in  the  next  year's  catalogue. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  direct  attention  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  Seminary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  church.  We 
simply  refer  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  former  reports  in  this  re- 
gard. It  will  continue  to  need  the  sympathies,  the  prayers  and  the  help 
of  the  church,  in  order  that  it  may  continue  to  perform  its  work  and  en- 
large the  sj)here  of  its  beneficent  ojierations.  We  still  need  laborers  prop- 
erly prepared  for  the  harvest,  and  especially  at  this  time,  when  the  church 
is  engaged  in  much  inward  struggle  to  do  her  part  in  extending  the  king- 
dom in  the  world.  The  time  has  come  to  extend  the  border  of  her  habi- 
tation, to  lengthen  her  cords  and  to  strengthen  her  stakes.  In  order  to 
carry  out  her  divine  impulses,  she  will  continue  to  need  a  supply  of  men 
from  year  to  year,  who  will  be  thoroughly  trained  and  fully  up  to  the 
demands  of  the  age  in  culture  and  preparation  for  their  work. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

Theodork  Appel,  Secretary. 

Lancaster,  Oct.  1,  1879. 

III.       REPORT    OP    THE   COMMITTEE    ON    EDUCATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Education,  to  wliom  had  been  referred 
the  Report  of  tlie  Board  of  K(hu-ation,  the  Rejiort  of  the  Board  of  Vis- 
itors of  the  Tlieological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  i*a,,  and  item  7  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  reported  during  the  session  of 
Wechiesday  ^lorning,  which  was  received,  and  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 
To  ihc  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Your  Committee  on  Education  respectfully  report.  Tlie  documents 
placed  in  our  hands  are  the  Report  ot  the  Botird  of  Education  of  this  Syn- 
od, the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  a  communication  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Syn- 
od of  the  Reformed  Cluu'ch  in  tlie  Ignited  States,  containing  the  action 
of  said  Synod  witli  reference  to  a  deliciency  in  tlie  salaries  of  the  Pro- 
fessors in  the  Theological  Seminai-y  at  Lancaster. 
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From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we  learn  that,  during  the 
year,  the  deportment  and  progress  of  the  students  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  have  been  good.  Six  students  graduated  in  the  Post  Graduate 
Course  in  Mercersburg  College,  and  one  at  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster.  The  Board  had  under  its  care  ten  young  men  as  Beneficiaries  ; 
five  of  whom  have  graduated.  There  are  at  present  seven  under  its  care. 
The  financial  condition  of  the  Board  is  good.  During  the  year,  a  bequest 
of  $150.00  was  received  from  the  estate'of  Miss  Anna  Maria  Brechbill  of 
Boiling  Springs,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
Treasury,  including  the  balance  of  $276.20  in  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of 
the  previous  report,  were  $1577.06.  The  expenditures  were  $1224.56, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $352.50. 

The  Board  respectfully  recommends  the  organization,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, in  all  congregations  under  the  care  of  Synod,  of  societies  for  seciir- 
ing  funds  for  Beneficiary  Education  and  Missions. 

Your  Committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  and  hereby  are  given  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  his  labor  and  trouble  in  securing 
thetJegacy  of  Miss  Brechbill 

Re.Holve.d,  That  the  cause  of  Beneficiary  Education  be  renewedly  com- 
mended to  tlie  liberality  of  our  people. 

Prom  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  we  learn  that  this  Institution  continues  to  prosper. 
Ten  students  were  admitted,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  the  1st  Thurs- 
daj-  of  September,  1878,  and  seven  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  Seminary 
year,  last  May. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolution  for  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  is  gratified  to  learn  the  continued  prosperity 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancnster. 

The  communication  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  U.  S.  con- 
tains the  following  resnhitions,  adopted  by  said  Synod  at  its  late  meeting 
in  Lebanon,  Pa.,  relating  to  the  deficiency  in  the  salaries  of  the  Profes- 
sors in  the  Theological  Seminary: — '•'■Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes 
be  and  are  hereby  dirccied  to  appoint  some  particular  time  for  each  pas- 
tor to  take  up  a  collection  in  his  charge  to  meet  this  deficiency,  during 
the  coming  year.  Resolved,  That  similar  action  be  recommended  to  the 
Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  of  the  Potomac." 

With  reference  lo  this,  your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Sjmod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  be  and  hereby  is  commended  to  the  several  Classes 
composing  this  Synod.  Respectfully  submitted, 

t.  f.  hoffmeier, 
Ellis  N.  Kremkr, 
John  Kketzixg, 
D.  W.  Ebbert, 
H.  Wirt  Shriver, 
Lkvi  Bolger, 
John  M.  Stoner, 

Comrnitiee. 

At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during  the 
session  of  Tuesday  Evening,  Revs.  Wm.  Goodrich,  A.  J.   Heller,  and 
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Elder  J.  Heyser  were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  for 
the  term  of  throe  years. 

AIEMBERS    OF    THE    HOARD    AND  TERMS    OF    SERVICE. 

Eev.  Wm.  Goodrich 3  years, October,  1882. 

"     A.  J.  Holler, 8"    ''  "  1882. 

Elder  J.  Heyser, 8      "  "  1882. 

Rev.  I.  G.  Brown, 2      "  "  1881. 

"     Wm.  C.  Cremer, 2      "  "  1881. 

"     S.  N.  Calloiuler, 2      "  "  1881. 

"     Wm.  M    Dcatrick, 1      "  ^  "  1880. 

"     J    S.  Kietfer, 1       "  • •'  1880. 

"     J.  W.  Santee, 1      "  "  1880. 


ARTICLE  XTV. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  were  laid  before  Synod,  and 
referred  to  the  Standing*  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  Standint;  Committee  on  Missions  reported  during  the  session  of 
Monday  MoriiiuLi-.  The  r>:'pi)rt  was  received,  and  provision  was  made 
for  holding  a  .Mi:~si:)nary  .Meeting  on  Monday  Evening.  The  remain- 
der of  the  Rejiort  was  amended  and  adopted  at  the  ses.sion  of  Tuesday 
Evening.     Thesj  Reports  are  as  follows  : 

I.       REPORT    OF    XrrE    TRI-SYNODIC    BOARD    OF    MISSIONS. 

To  fhr  Synod  of  the  Poiomdc. 

Rev.  Fathkrs  and  Brethren  : — We  herewith  transmit  to  your  Rev- 
erend Body  the  annual  rei)orts  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Mi.'isions  of  the  Reformed  Cluireh  in  the  United  State.*  (Tri- 
Synodic.)  The  reports  present  all  the  information  that  i.s  deemed  neces- 
sary, at  till.-;  time,  to  communicate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.   Miller,  President. 
W.M.   H.   II.  Snyder,  Secretary. 

11.       REPORT    OF   SUPERINTENDENT   OF  THE  TRI-SYNODIC   BOARD    OF 

.MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  to  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Reverend  and  Dkar  Brethren: — By  the  merciful  providence  of 
God,  the  Superintendent  of  Mi.s.^ions  was  raised  up  from  the  attack  of 
sickness,  from  which  lie  suflered  a  year  ago,  and  permitted,  with  return- 
ing strength,  to  discliarge  tlie  responsible  duties  of  hi.s  olRce  during  tlie 
course  of  tiie  year.  It  is  with  gratitude  to  God,  the  author  of  alTgood 
gifts,  that  lie  now  presents  tliis,  iiis  second  annual  report  of  the  condition 
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of  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  in  the  different  States  of  the 
Union,  embracing  the  territory  more  particularly  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Synods  herein  addressed.  The  work  committed  to  our  hands  as  a 
Church  has  not  been  without  manifest  signs  of  the  divine  favor.  As  far 
as  it  has  been  prospered  wc  ascribe  all  the  honor  to  the  one  Great  Shep- 
herd of  the  flock,  in  whose  service  we  have  been  called  as  fellow  laborers. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Grace  Church,  Easton.— Members  75.  Baptisms  13.  Confirmations  4. 
S.  S.  scholars  100.  The  Sabbath-school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Amount  contributed  for  benevolent  purposes  $12,  for  local  objects  $150. 
Church  property  valued  at  $3,000  with  a  small  debt,  which  will  no  doubt 
be  removed  at  no  distant  day.  The  congregation  is  making  a  gradual 
progress,  with  no  immediate  prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting.  It 
is,  however,  doing  a  useful  and  necessary  work,  and  deserves  the  assist- 
ance which  it  has  been  thus  far  receiving  Pastor,  D.  Y.  Heisler.  Ap- 
propriation last  year  $200  with  some  additional  assistance  from  Classis. 
New  appropriation  $150. 

Christ's  Mission,  Allentown.— This  mission  purchased  a  church  build- 
ing during  the  past  year  for  *1500,  upon  which  $300  has  been  paid.  The 
balance  is  to  be  paid  in  annual  installments  of  $200  each,  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, will  not  be  too  much  for  the  congregation,  the  pastor  not  receiv- 
ing any  salary  from  his  people.  This  step,  a  wise  and  judicious  one,  has 
had  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  members,  whilst  it  has  made  a  favorable 
impression  on  the  community,  who  now  regard  this  enterprise  as  giving 
promise  of  permanence.  Business  in  the  neighborhood  of  East  Allentown 
is  reviving,  and  the  prospects  of  the  mission  are  regarded  as  more  encour- 
aging than  for  a  number  of  years  past.  Members  90.  Baptisms  13. 
Confirmations  14.  S.  S.  scholars  157.  Benevolence  $15.13.  Local  ob- 
jects $350.  Appropriations  hitherto  $300.  Appropriation  for  the  com- 
ing year  the  same,  to  which  the  Classis  proposes  to  add  a  small  amount. 
Pastor,  J.  Fritzinger. 

Catasauqua. — This  mission  has  been  suffering  from  the  burden  of  a  heavy 
debt  for  a  good  while.  During  the  past  year  this  difficulty  culminated  in 
the  sale  of  the  church  building,  which  is  now  held  by  one  of  the  original 
creditors,  without  however  interfering  with  its  use  by  the  congregation. 
In  these  trying  circumstances,  the  members  have  remained  faithful  to  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  congregation 
have  not  suffered  It  is  earnestly  hoped,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
they  may  again  he  able  to  secure  possession  of  their  own  house  of  worship. 
It  is  believed  the  severe  trials  of  the  congregation  will  be  overruled  for 
good.  Members  90  Baptisins  18  S.  S.  scholars  170.  Benevolence 
$34.  Local  obiects  |190.  Appropriations  last  vear  with  help  from  Clas- 
sis $300.     Present  year  $300.     Pastor,  J.  J.  Crist. 

St.  Johfi's,  Beading. — Members  305.  Baptisms  40.  Additions  29. 
S.  S.  scholars  325.  Attendance  at  church  good.  Benevolence  $30  For 
local  objects  $1300.  This  congregation  has  continued  in  its  prosperous 
condition,  and  its  prospects  now  are  better  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 
It  has  a  valuable  church  property  worth  over  $20,000,  on  which,  how- 
ever, a  heavy  debt  is  still  resting,  which  occasions  both  pastor  and  people 
much  anxiety.  Thus  far  it  has  not  proved  a  burden  too  heavy  to  be 
borne.  It  has  been  managed  with  much  prudence.  The  amount  reduced 
during  the  ^  ear  was  $300.  With  the  return  of  prosperity  in  business  and 
work  for  the  members  of  the  church,  most  of  whom  are  poor  in  this 
world's  goods,  the  congregation  will  make  greater  strides  in  prosperity 
and  gradually  become  self-supporting.     Tne  pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  has 
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much  hard  work  to  perform,  in  which  he  is  sustained  by  warm  hearts 
among  his  own  people,  and  in  the  sister  churches  of  the  city.  Appropri- 
ation hist  year  $300.     This  year  §2.50. 

St.  John's,  West  Phihidelj.hia.— The  health  of  tlie  pastorof  thischurch, 
wliich  was  seriously  threatened  one  year  ago,  was  providentially  restored, 
and,  at  the  earnest' request  of  his  people,  he  was  prevailed  ui)on  to  remain 
and  continue  his  labors  amongst  them.  This  had  a  happy  effect  on  the 
congregation  and  seemed  to  give  it  a  new  impulse  to  strengthen  the 
things  Uiat  remained.  From  observations  made  on  the  ground,  the  Su- 
perintendent feels  justified  in  regarding  this  as  one  of  the  most  hopeful 
missions.  The  church  property  is  valued  at  $10,000,  upi  n  which  there  is 
some  debt,  the  interest  on  which,  together  with  the  current  expenses,  and 
various  projected  improvements  about  the  church,  is  taxing  somewhat 
heavily  the  strength  of  the  congregation  and  calling  forth  its  liberality. 
Its  prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting  at  no  distant  day  are  good. 
Members  80.  Additions'since  last  October  19.  Baptisms  0.  "  S.  S.  schol- 
sirs  70.  Attendance  on  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  good.  Appropria- 
tion last  year  $300.     This  year  $300.     Pastor,  J.  Samuel  Vandersloot. 

Second  Church,  Harrisburg. — This  mission  has  a  good  house  of  worship 
worth  §7,000,  with  a  convenient  lecture-room  attached  lo  it.  the  debt  on 
which  is  now  nearly  liquidated,  $80  having  been  paid  on  it  during  the 
past  year.  The  Sunday-school  is  large  and  flourishing,  numbering  220 
scholars.  It  has  a  missionary  society  on  the  apostolic  plan,  in  which  the 
young  and  old  take  deep  interest.  It  was  one  of  the  first  formed  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  15oard.  Members  104.  Baptisms  7.  Benev- 
olence $60.  Local  objects  $.500.  Appropriation  last  year  $250.  This 
year  $250.     Pastor   G.  W.  Snyder. 

Zwbiffli  Church,  Harrisburg.— This  is  an  exclusively  German  mission. 
During  part  of  the  past  year,  it  was  served  by  Eev.  Frederick  Fox,  after 
his  return  from  San  Francisco.  Owing  to  the  gloomy  condition  of  the 
congregation  in  view  of  its  indebtedness,  and  for  other  reasons,  he  has 
recently  withdrawn  from  the  field  and  it  is  at  present  vacant.  The  prop- 
erty is  worth  at  least  $5,000,  on  which  there  is  an  indebtedness  of  $2,000, 
which  it  seems,  has  been  found  difficult  to  manage.  Members  50.  Bap- 
tisms 4.  Additions  2.  Sunday-school  disbanded.  Benevolence  $4.  Lo- 
cal objects  $2-50  Appropriation  last  year  $300.     Vacant. 

Cohnnbia. — This  congregation  has  been  pursuing  a  prosperous  course  for 
a  number  of  years  past.  During  last  winter,  the  pastor,  liev.  C.  Clever, 
was  called  to  another  field  of  labor.  His  resignation  was  followed  by 
serious  difficulties,  which  threatened  at  one  time  to  und<i  the  labor  of  years. 
Fortunately  the  storm  passed  away,  and  the  trouble  which  threatened  to 
distract  the  congregation  for  years  to  come,  was  adjusted  in  a  truly  Chris- 
tian manner.  Its  prospects  are  encouraging  as  in  years  gone  by.  It  is 
believed  that  this  afUiction,  which  was  for  a  season,  will  be  overruled  for 
good,  and  help  to  consolidate  the  congregation  better  than  it  was  before. 
Peace  and  haruKjny  ])revail  and  there  is  a  general  desire  to  build  up  on 
the  true  foundation,  which  is  Christ  Jesus.  .Members  157.  Baptisms  21. 
Additions  7.  S.  S.  scholars  170.  Benevolence  $45.73.  Local  objects  $931. 
Appropriation  last  year  §50.     This  year  $150.     Pastor,  C.  S.  Gerhard. 

Wllkefibarre-  Communicants  275.  Additions,  since  October  last,  by 
baplism  38.  By  confirmation  27,  and  by  certificate  25.  S.  S.  scholars 
160,  a  gain  of  35.  Collected  for  benevolent  ]>urposes  §25.  For  local  pur- 
poses $550.  The  original  cost  of  the  church  was  $13,000.  The  debt  is 
$6,000,  of  which  §3,000  will  be  cancdl'd  during  the  coming  year,  a  part 
having  been  thus  cancelled  already.     The  mission  is  making  progress,  and 
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gaining  the  confidence  of  the  community.  It  is  German  and  English 
united.  The  question  of  languaee  has  thus  far  created  no  difliculty. 
Both  classes  of  people  worship  in  the  same  church,  in  harmony  and  peace. 
The  missionary  extends  his  labors  in  the  Wyoming  Valley,  and  preaches  at 
points,  where  congregations  may  be  organised  at  some  future  time.  There 
is  room  for  extending  the  Church  further  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Ap- 
propriation last  3'ear  $400.     This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Haven. — This  mission  has  made  substantial  progress  during  the 
past  year,  which  is  so  much  the  more  encouraging,  in  view  of  the  deplor- 
able condition  in  wljich  it  had  come  to  he  involved,  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  present  pastor  took  charge  of  it.  With  the  help  of  Classis,  it 
has  secured  for  itself  a  house  of  worship  of  its  own,  upon  which  a  debt 
is  still  resting,  which  however  is  not  oppressive  to  the  congregation.  The 
building  cost  only  .f'2,'200.  In  a  few  years,  after  some  repairs  are  made 
to  it,  it  will  be  worth  much  more.  The  pastor  and  people  are  willing  to 
trust  in  the  Lord  for  the  future,  as  with  His  blessing  many  difficulties, 
which  seemed  insurmountable,  have  vanished  in  the  pust.  Members  57. 
Baptisms  (>.  Additions  7.  S.  S.  scholars  80.  Benevolence  $6.  Local 
purposes  ?2G4.G1.  Indebtedness  liquidated  since  October  last  $206.  Ap- 
propriation last  year  $300.     This  year  $300.     Pastor,  Isaac  S.  btahr. 

Wilkinsburff  and  East  Liberty. — Both  of  these  missions  suffered  severe- 
ly from  the  depression  of  the  times,  and  found  it  difficult  to  meet  current 
expenses,  and  interest  on  heavy  church  debts  There  was,  as  a  conse- 
quence, a  feeling  of  discouragement  among  the  members,  which  was  ad- 
verse to  the  growth  of  the  congregations.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  thought  best,  to  unite  the  two  missions,  as  they  are  not  I'ar  apart, 
and  allow  them  to  be  served  by  one  pastor.  They  cordially  united  upon 
the  Eev.  J.  W.  Knappenberger,  after  the  two  former  pastors  had  re- 
signed. This  arrangement  has  proved  satisfactory.  It  has  relieved 
them  of  part  of  their  financial  burden.  They  are  now  better  able  to  meet 
their  pecuniary  obligations,  and  a  general  feeling  of  encouragement  and 
hope  has  sprung  up,  which  argues  well  for  the  future.  Mr.  Knappen- 
berger entered  upon  his  duties  in  January  last,  and  receives  an  appropri- 
ation of  $550,  the  amf>unt  given  to  the  two  former  pastors.  Members  90. 
S.  S  scholars  120.  There  is  an  indebtedness  upon  both  these  churches. 
The  indebtedness,  on  the  churcli  at  Wilkinsburg,  was  reduced  during 
the  year. 

Orbisonia. — This  mission  has  been  growing  and  doing  well  during  the 
year.  Many  of  the  people  are  poor,  but  they  are  faithful  to  Christ  and 
His  Church,  showing  that  they  appreciate  the  kindness  of  the  Church  in 
extending  lielp  t(j  them,  by  the  interest  they  take  in  their  congi'egations. 
During  the  past  year,  a  new  Church,  costing  |800  was  erected  and  paid 
tor.  Congregations  3  Members  lOG.  Baptisms  14  Additions  14. 
S.  S.  scholars  85.  Benevolence  ,$47.  Local  objects  $307.  A  debt  of 
$350  resting  upon  one  of  the  Churches  has  been  nearly  provided  for. 
Appropriation  last  year  $150.  This  vear  the  same.  Pastor,  J.  M. 
Schick. 

Sulphur  Spring,  Bedford  County. — Congregations  3.  Members  132. 
Baptisms  11.  Additions  5.  The  church  and  parsonage  at  Mann's  Choice 
are  worth  $2,700.  The  debt  is  small.  Benevolence  $33.  Local  objects 
$357.  The  pastor  reiiorts  that  he  is  at  present  engaged  in  establishing 
missionary  societies,  for  which  tlie  people  seem  to  have  been  prepared. 
The  mission  is  making  a  gradual  progress,  and  gaining  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  tlie  community.  Appropriation  last  j'ear  $200.  This  year  the 
same.     Pastor,  W.  A.  Gring. 
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Chamber sburg. — Since  the  missionary  left  this  congregation  more  than 
a  year  ago,  it  has  been  served  by  the  pastor  at  Chambersburg,  Rev.  W. 
C.  Crem'er,  by  appointment  of  Classis.  In  this  way  the  spiritual  inter- 
ests of  a  small  body  of  Germans  has  been  provided  for.  This  arrange- 
ment is  j)robably  the  best  that  could  be  made  for  them.  There  are  no 
indications  thatit  will  grow  in  numerical  strength  in  the  immediate  fu- 
ture as  a  German  church. 

Dwncanwo?*.— Members  125.  Baptisms  7.  Additions  14.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 150.  Benevolence  $50.  Local  objects  ?200.  Value  of  church  prop- 
erty $2,300.  The  Classis  of  Zion  paid  $1,100  and  the  congregation  $200 
for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  debt  on  the  church.  Attendance  good 
and  the  congregation  encouraged  in  their  work.  Prospects  of  becoming 
self-supporting!  Appropriation  last  year  $300.  This  year  §250.  Pa.s- 
tor,  Uriah  Henry  Hcilman. 

Fb'Hi  Church,  Allegheny  City. — This  mission  had  been  without  a  pas- 
tor and  without  preaching  for  more  than  a  year.  At  the  meeting  of  Al- 
legheny Classis  at  Pittsburg  last  Spring,  after  a  careful  examination  into 
its  atlairs,  it  was  found  to  be  in  a  truly  deplorable  condition.  Still  it  was 
not  considered  to  be  without  hope,  and  the  Classis  authorized  the  Superin- 
tendent to  sujiply  it  temporarily  with  the  services  of  a  missionary  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  wliether  anything  could  be  done  to  resuscitate  it,  and 
place  it  on  a  bettei-  foundation."^  The  licentiate  Robert  C.  Bowling  was 
selected  for  this  purpose,  and  he  took  charge  of  the  mission  for  a  period 
of  two  months.  His  labors  have  been  satisfactory,  and  the  prospects  now 
are,  that  the  congregation  will  recover  itself,  and  that  if  assistance  can 
be  extended  to  it  for  a  while,  it  may  yet  be  raised  above  impending  diffi- 
culties, and  be  made  a  prosperous  congregation.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
the  Board  at  its  recent  meeting  commissioned  Mr.  Bowling  as  missionary 
at  Allegheny  city,  with  an  appropriation  of  $400. 

Shenandoah. — Members  200.  Baptisms  25.  Additions  35.  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 220  Attendance  good.  Value  of  church  projierty  $3,000.  The  debt 
which  has  been  considerably  reduced  during  the  ])resi!nt  pastorate,  is  at 
present,  about  +2,000.  Aniount  paid  for  local  purposes  including  piis- 
tor's  salary  $500.  The  prospects  of  becoming  self-su])porting  are  encour- 
aging. The  principal  ditficulty  in  the  way  seems  to  be,  the  large  amount 
of  indebtedness.  The  approjiriation  last  year  was  $300,  which  has  been 
made  up  by  one  or  two  congregations,  an  example  much  to  be  commend- 
ed.    Appropriation  this  year  $300.     Pastor,  J.  G.  Nell'. 

Johnsionm. — There  was  a  Reformed  congregation  at  this  place  several 
years  ago,  but  the  church  was  sold  and  the  congregation  disbanded,  very 
few  of  tin;  members,  however,  surrendered  their  church  connections.  Their 
number  in  fact  was  increased  by  additions  from  other  churches-in  the  sur- 
rounding coujitry.  Upwards  of  forty  members  of  our  Church  were  found 
in  the  town,  who  desired  the  services  of  a  minister  of  their  own  faith. 
The  Rev.  AVilliam  H.  Bates,  whose  charge  is  contiguous,  was  requested 
to  take  charge  of  this  interest,  and  serve  it  as  a  missionary  for  the  pres- 
ent. The  ])rospects  of  this  new  mission  are  good.  It  may  perhaps  need 
some  help  in  the  future.  It  is  promising.  Mr.  Bates  does  not  receive 
any  ajipropriation. 

St.  Luke's,  Lancaster. — This  congregation  was  organized  in  January 
last  with  nine  members.  It  at  present  numbers  22,  tliirteen  having  been 
confirmed  at  Whitsuntide.  The  Sunday-school,  made  up  principally  of 
children  of  the  poor,  is  prosperous  and  doing  a  good  work.  It  numbers 
125  scholars.  Thus  far  this  mission  has  been  worshiping  either  in  an  en- 
gine house  or  u  school  house,  neither  of  which  was  a  suitable  place  for 
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worship.  This  diffir^ulty,  it  is  expected,  will  he  removed  before  long. 
An  effort  is  at  present  in  progress  to  erect  a  chapel  yet  this  Fall,  sub- 
scriptions for  which  have  been  received  amounting  to  something  over 
f  1,200.  The  mission  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Board  in  JDecem- 
her  last,  but  the  pastor  had  charge  of  it  in  April  a  year  ago,  without  any 
visible  means  of  support,  except  in  his  own  resources,  sustained  by  faith 
in  God.  He  receives  an  appropriation  from  the  Board  of  $800  and  such 
other  aid  from  his  congregation  and  the  other  churches  in  the  city,  as  is 
needed  for  his  temporal  support.     Pastor,  Kev.  Jacob  F.  Wiant. 

Overton,  Bradford  County. — This  congregation  was  formerly  under  the 
care  of  the  Board,  but  had  been  vacant  for  a  number  of  years  past.  The 
members  hungering  for  the  bread  of  life,  have  been  exerting  themselves 
to  secure  a  pastor,  in  which  the  Superintendent  has  been  assisting  them. 
They  have  united  on  the  licentiate,  Phaon  S  Kohler,  who  is  now  labor- 
ing among  them  with  acceptance,  and  with  good  prospects  of  success. 
He  has  just  formed  a  large  class  of  catechumens.  The  services  on  the  Sab- 
bath are  encouragingly  attended  Thus  far  he  serves  only  two  congre- 
gations, and  a  preaching  point  at  Dushore.  There  are  two  other  small 
congregations  in  the  neighborhood  of  Du.shore,  which  have  not  as  yet  en- 
tered into  the  arrangement  with  the  other  two,  but  may  still  do  so. 
Members  thus  far  reported  105.  S.  S.  scholars  at  Overton  80.  Appro- 
priation not  yet  determined.     Church  property  worth  about  $900. 

Latrobe. — The  congregation  at  Latrobe  during  the  year  was  detached 
from  several  country  congregations,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  as  a  mission,  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Synod  of  Pittsburg.  It  was  believed,  that  it  needed  more  pastoral 
labor,  and  that  under  this  new  arrangement,  it  would  grow  more  rapidly 
and  in  a  few  years  become  self-supporting.  The  pastor  reports,  that  facts 
thus  far  do  not  encourage  that  view  of  the  case,  although  the  charge  luis 
been  making  encouraging  progress  during  the  present  pastorate.  Mem- 
bers 80.  Baptisms  9.  Additions  14.  S.  S.  scholars  55.  Church  prop- 
erty $4,000-  Debt  $1,800.  Benevolence  $50.  Amount  paid  for  local 
objects  $350.     Appropriations  $200.     Pastor,  G.  D.  Gurley. 

Mnnsfleld  — An  independent  German  congregation  at  this  place  applied 
to  the  Classis  of  Allegheny  last  Spring  to  be  received  into  the  Keformed 
Church,  and  requested  the  services  of  the  Eev.  Charles  Knepper,  as  their 
pastor.  The  request  was  granted,  provided  certain  conditions  were  first 
complied  with,  and  in  that  event  the  Executive  Council  voted  an  appro- 
priation of  $50. 

Trinity  Mission,  York  Count}^ — About  ten  months  ago  the  Rev.W.  H. 
Xanders  was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  labor  as  missionary  in  the  town 
of  York,  iind  at  other  places  in  the  neighborhood  without  an  appropria- 
tion. He  has  organized  a  new  congregation  at  Glen  Rock,  served  an  or- 
ganized congregation  at  New  Freedom,  and  has  several  preaching  places, 
one  of  which  is  Trinity  chapel  in  York,  where  congregations  may  be  or- 
ganized in  the  course  of  time.  The  prospects  of  the  mission  are  repre- 
sented as  encouraging.  Members  50.  Baptisms  2.  Confirmation  7. 
S.  S.  scholars  230.  Church  property  worth  about  $700.  Amount  col- 
lected for  local  purposes  $275. 

Sharon  — The  Sharon  charge,  in  Mercer  county,  was  taken  under  the 
care  of  the  Board  as  a  mission  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod.  Its  pastor  had  the  charge  of  it  for 
a  number  of  years  without  the  necessary  support.  He  had  to  depend 
upon  the  help  of  his  friends  to  keep  his  family.  The  congregation  was 
also  involved  in  financial  difficulties,  which  interfered  with  its  prosperi- 
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ty.  Accordingly,  help  was  extended  to  it  to  the  amount  of  $100,  which 
was  thankfully  received,  and  proved  to  be  of  material  account  in  encour- 
aging pastor  and  people.  Sinc<!  the  congregation  came  under  the  care  of 
the  iioard  it  has  been  doing  well.  Members  135.  Additions  22.  Value 
of  church  ])roperty  $4,000.  Appropriation  for  coming  year  $100.  Pas- 
tor, F.  P.  Hartmetz. 

VIRGINIA. 

Winchester. — The  statistics  of  this  mission,  as  compared  with  those  of 
•previous  years,  shows  an  encouraging  degree  of  progress.  Congrega- 
tions 2.  Outposts  2.  Members  129.  ^Baptisms  3.  Additions  17.  S.  S. 
scholars  85.  Value  of  cliurch  property  $7,700.  Debt  on  parsonage  $675. 
It  was  reduced  $225  during  the  year.  Benevolence  $33.  Local  objects 
$567.  The  affairs  of  this  congregation  are  conducted  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  system  and  economJ^  It  is  being  gradually  strengthened  by 
emigration  from  the  North,  and  is  doing  a  useful  work  in  the  Valley  of 
Virginia.  It  will  need  hel])  from  the  Church  a  few  years  longer.  Ap- 
propriation last  year  $300.     This  year  $250.     Pastor,  Charles  G.  Fisher. 

Middlebrook. — The  two  congregations  constituting  this  mission,  under 
the  care  of  Rev  A.  J.  Whitmore,  became  self-sustaining  during  the  year. 
The  pastor,  believing  that  he  could  strengthen  and  still  further  consoli- 
date his  charge,  as  well  as  occupy  several  important  missionary  points  in 
the  vicinity,  resigned,  and  a  call  was  extended  to  his  brother,  Rev.  S.  L. 
Whitmore,  who  became  the  pastor  in  June  last,  and  has  encouraging 
prospects  of  usefulness  before  him.  Additions  during  the  year  17.  Bap- 
tisms 11.  S.  S.  scholars  117.  Mr.  Whitmore  has  entered  upon  his  new 
field  of  labor  with  true  missionary  zeal.  He  preaches  at  three  points,  at 
one  of  which  a  new  congregation  is  to  be  organized  and  a  new  church 
erected  before  long.     Appropriation  for  the  new  mission  $150. 

DELAWARE. 

St.  John's,  Wyoming,  Kent  County. — Members  85.  Baptisms  4.  Ad- 
ditions 15.  S.  S.  scholars  100.  Value  of  church  property  $2,000.  Debt 
$250.  Benevolence  $24.65.  Local  objects  $375.17  The  missionary  re- 
ports, that  services  were  held  during  the  season  of  Lent,  and  every  even- 
ing during  holy  week.  The  Easter  communion  was  the  largest  ever 
held  in  the  history  of  the  congregation.  The  interest  in  these  services 
drew  many  nearer  to  God.  In  July  last,  the  congregation  celebrated  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  its  existence  The  services  are  represented  as  being 
of  an  interesting  and  prolitable  kind.  An  effort  is  in  progress  to  liqui- 
date; the  remaining  debt  on  the  church.  Appropriation  last  year  $300. 
This  year  $275.     Pastor,  E.  11.  Ditfenbacher. 

MARYLAND. 

Cionherland. — Members  150.  Baptisms  6.  Additions  6  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 150.  Benevolence  $30.  Local  objects  $800  The  church  property  is 
worth  from  $7,000  to  $8,000  with  a  "debt  of  $500.  No  reduction  of  the 
debt  during  the  year.  Tiic  mission  is  making  slow  but  steady  progress. 
The  Sunday-school  is  in  a  ])rosporous  condition  and  promises  well  for  the 
future.  The  holy  days  were  observed  with  much  interest  and  profit  to 
the  people,  and  the  number  of  communicants  exceeded  tiiose  of  jtrevious 
years.  The  mis.-^ionary  has  established  a  small  mission  at  Keyserin  West 
Virginia,  which  he  visits  from  time  to  time.  Ajipropriation  last  year 
$250.     This  year  the  same.     Pastor,  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

Frostburg. — A  few  years  ago  this  congregation  supported  its  own  pasr 
tofj  but  it  fell   upon  evil  times  and  it  was  no  longer  able  to  maintain 
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itself.  Its  -members,  being  mostly  miners,  could  do  nothing  for  the 
cbnrch.  Its  pastor  made  many  sacrifices  to  keep  his  flock  together.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  dispersion  of  its  members,  the  Chassis  of  Somerset 
declared  it  a  mission,  and  placed  it  as  such  under  the  care  of  the  Board. 
It  agreed  to  pay  through  the  Board  for  its  support,  for  one  year,  $600. 
This  accomplished  the  desired  result,  and  saved  the  church  from  great 
distress,  if  not  from  entire  disintegration.  It  is  understood,  that  it  will 
now  need  no  further  appropriation.  It  is  German  and  English,  and  a 
well  ordered  congregation,  with  a  membership  of  over  200,  and  a  large 
Sunday-school.  Its  members  are  liberal  when  they  have  work.  Pastor, 
John  liuhl. 

Ridgely^  Caroline  County. — Organized  over  a  year  ago  by  Eev.  E.  H. 
Diftenbacher,  and  served  by  him  until  recently.  Kev.  H.  King  was  au- 
thorized to  visit  and  explore  this  field,  last  Spring,  with  the  view  to  a 
permanent  settlement,  if  he  desired  it.  He  served  the  charge  two  months 
and  then  withdrew,  believing  he  would  be  more  useful  in  some  other 
parts  of  the  Church.  The  Kev.  Joseph  Hannabury  was  commissioned  to 
take  his  place.  He  has  entered  upon  his  work  in  faith  and  hope.  At 
present  he  serves  only  one  organized  congregation,  the  one  at  Ilidgely, 
but  he  expects  to  spend  much  of  his  time  in  preaching  at  other  points  in 
the  peninsula,  with  the  view  of  organizing  other  churches  in  the  future. 
It  is  believed,  that  missionary  eflbrts  in  this  section  of  country  will  be  at- 
tended with  encouraging  results  in  the  course  of  a  few  j'^ears.  The  con- 
gregation has  not  yet  commenced  to  build  the  house  of  worship  which  it 
has  in  contemplation.  Members  48.  Baptisms  4.  Additions  10.  Ap- 
propriation $300.     Pastor,  Joseph  Hannabury. 

DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 

Washington  — Members  35.  Baptisms  2.  Additions  15  S.  S.  schol- 
ars 40,  most  of  whom  are  from  families  belonging  to  the  church.  Amount 
collected  from  local  purposes  $200.  The  congregation  still  worships  in  a 
rented  hall,  which  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  progress.  It 
needs  very  much  a  house  of  its  own.  Until  this  is  secured  it  is  not  likely 
that  some  families  will  be  willing  to  connect  themselves  with  the  mission. 
They  prefer  waiting  until  they  have  some  more  tangible  evidence  that 
the  enterprise  is  to  be  permanently  established.  Thus  far,  some  few  gifts 
have  been  forwarded  to  the  treasurer  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel,  but  not 
in  sufficient  amounts  as  to  justify  a  forward  movement  in  purchasing  or 
building  The  pledges  made  for  this  purpose  by  the  Synods  and  Classis 
of  Maryland,  should  be  promptly  met  and  paid.  The  mission  is  an  ex- 
pensive one,  and  true  economy  dictates,  that  it  should  be  placed  in  a  po- 
sition to  become  self-supporting  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible.  When, 
however,  it  has  once  reached  that  point,  it  will  be  a  monument  to  the  honor 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  which  her  children  from  ditlerent  parts  of 
the  country,  will  find  a  spiritual  home  in  time  to  come.  But,  before  this 
is  consummated,  much  faith,  good  works  and  almsgiving,  along  with  the 
hearty  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  the  Church,  will  be  needed.  Pas- 
tor, G.  B.  Eussell,  D.  D.     Appropriation  last  year  $1,200.     This  year  $600. 

KANSAS. 
Emporia. — During  the  past  year  the  Eev.  L.  C.  Edmonds,  already  re- 
siding in  Kansas,  was  commissioned  to  labor  at  Emporia  and  vicinity. 
He  was  able  to  devote  only  part  of  his  time  to  the  work  of  prea  hing  and 
making  explorations.  He  reports,  that  we  have  many  members  living 
in  the  State  of  Kansas,  f,nd  a  wide  field  of  missionary  labor.  He  has 
preached  at  difl'erent  points,  and,  to  some  extent,  explored  the   country, 
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but  has  confined  his  labors  mostly  to  Emporia,  where  we  have  enough 
members  to  form  a  respectable  congregation.  They  have  not,  as  yet,  been 
organized.  They  wish  a  missionary  who  will  devote  all  his  time  to  the 
work.  The  missionary  labors  under  great  disadvantage,  for  the  want  of 
a  suitable  place  of  worship,  being,  thus  far,  under  the  necessit)'  of  hold- 
ing his  services  in  other  churches  at  unseasonable  hours.  Appropriation 
$200. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Salem,  Napa  City. — This  mission  has  had  much  to  encounter  from  the 
outside  world,  to  whom  the  gospel  is  a  savor  of  death  unto  death  and  not 
of  life  unto  life.  It  has,  however,  maintained  its  ground,  and  the  mem- 
bers have  remained  faithful  to  the  work  committed  to  their  hands.  The 
present  pastor  has  been  for  more  than  a  year  in  his  charge,  and  has  not 
been  without  encouragement  in  his  worlc.  He  instructs  a  class  weekly 
throughout  the  year,  which  is  well  attended.  The  Whitsuntide  services 
were  well  attended,  and  produced  a  favorable  impression.  The  congre- 
gation is  small,  but  it  has  favorable  prospects  of  an  increase  during  the 
coming  year.  Members  24.  Baptisms  10.  Additions  9.  S.  S.  scholars 
32.  Value  of  church  property  $2,800.  Debt  $750.  Benevolence  $6.00. 
Local  objects  $250.  Appropriation  last  year  $300.  This  year  $200. 
Pastor,  J.  H.  Krueger. 

San  Francisco. — In  addition  to  the  mission  at  Napa,  we  have  two  other 
churches  in  California,  one  at  Stockton  and  the  other  at  San  Francisco, 
which  are  self-supporting  and  are  doing  well.  The  pastors  have  not  con- 
fined themselves  to  their  own  congregations  exclusively,  but  have  sought 
to  extend  the  Church  in  the  regions  beyond.  The  field,  however,  is  large, 
and  the  demand  for  more  laborers  has  been  growing  stronger  and  more 
urgent.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Council  commissioned  the  licen- 
tiate, the  Eev.  L.  F.  Woerle,  to  labor  at  San  Francisco,  or  neighboring 
places  under  the  direction  of  the  Classis  of  San  Francisco.  He  was  or- 
dained to  this  work,  a  few  months  ago,  at  York,  Pa.,  by  a  committee  of 
the  Classis  of  Zion,  and  is  now  in  the  field  engaged  in  his  new  sphere  of 
labor.  He  has  taken  charge  of  a  mission  at  Alameda,  in  the  vicinity  of 
San  Francisco,  and  the  Board  has  voted  him  an  appropriation  of  $100. 
The  demands  of  this  part  of  our  missionary  ground  will  require  the  ser- 
vices of  one  or  two  other  missionaries  at  no  distant  day.  It  is  hoped, 
that  we,  as  a  Church,  will  be  prepared  to  respond  to  the  call  to  supply  the 
multitudes  of  foreign  Germans,  in  this  far  distant  country  with  a  pure 
gospel,  many  of  whom  are  without  the  ordinary  means  of  grace,  and 
many  also  without  God  and  without  hope  in  the  world. 

OREGON   AND   WASHINGTON    TERRITORY. 

Portland. — Members  80.  Baptisms  25.  Additions  19.  Benevolence 
$17.  Local  objects  $1,050.  This  mission  has  been  making  its  usual  sub- 
stantial progress.  The  services  at  the  church  festivals  in  the  Spring, 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  drew  larger  au- 
diences to  the  church  than  ever  before.  This  church,  established  on  an 
evangelical  basis,  in  the  midst  of  much  opposition  from  without,  is  now  . 
a  permanent  fact.  The  property  worth  $8,000  is  free  of  debt.  Various 
improvements  on  the  streets  during  the  past  year  became  a  heavy  tax  on 
the  church,  for  which  the  ladies  of  the  congregation  supplied  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  money  needed  to  bear  this  additional  burden  of  expense. 
The  church  expects  to  celebrate  the  fiftii  anniversary  of  its  organization 
during  the  montli  of  Septeinber,  in  connection  with  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Classis  of  Portland-Oregon.     It  expects  to  become  self-supporting  at 
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no  distant  day.  The  missionary  frequently  preaches  in  the  new  towns, 
which  are  springing  up  in  various  directions,  with  the  view  of  establish- 
ing new  fields  of  labor  for  other  missionaries.  Openings  of  this  kind  are 
very  numerous,  and  it  seems  to  be  only  necessary,  that  we  should  send  a 
sufficient  supply  of  efficient  laborers,  in  order  that  we  may  reap  rich  har- 
vests in  this  part  of  the  Pacific  coast.  The  establishment  of  the  new 
Classis  in  Oregon  will,  it  is  believed,  be  of  much  account  in  carrying  for- 
ward this  work.  Statistics  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  this 
report.  Appropriation  last  year  $300.  This  year  the  same.  Pastor, 
John  Gantenbein. 

Salem. — The  field  occupied  by  the  missionary  at  this  post,  was  divided 
during  the  year,  and  a  portion  of  it,  including  the  Meridian  congrega- 
tion, given  to  another  missionary.  He  retained  two  of  the  congregations, 
the  one  at  Salem,  the  other  at  Silverton,  preaching  at  other  points,  and 
occasionally  making  excursions  into  more  distant  parts  of  the  State.  At 
Salem  divine  services  have  thus  far  been  held  in  a  hall,  but  recently  a 
wealthy  citizen  of  Salem,  presented  the  congregation  with  a  lot  of  ground, 
upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  erect  a  church.  Appropriation  last  year 
|2o0.     This  year  $250.     Pastor,  J.  Muellhaupt 

Ganby^  Clackamas  County. — During  the  past  year  the  Kev.  Julius 
Lange,  was  commissioned  as  missionary,  to  take  charge  of  a  portion  of 
the  field  of  Kev.  Muellhaupt  and  of  other  important  points.  He  has  at 
present  one  organized  church  at  Meridian.  He  fills  appointments  at 
other  places,  walks  long  distances  over  rough  roads  and  through  inclem- 
ent weather,  to  gather  his  fellow-countrymen  into  the  Christian  fold. — 
Many  of  his  people  are  Swiss  emigrants,  who  are  just  clearing  off  the 
land,  and  are  not  able  to  do  much  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  but  are 
strongly  devoted  to  the  Reformed  faith.  Brother  Lange  makes  many 
sacrifices,  labors  hard  as  a  missionary  and  finds  it  necessary  to  devote 
part  of  his  time  in  teaching  in  a  little  attic,  which  is  his  study,  his  bed- 
room and  his  school  house  at  the  same  time.  This  rigid  economy  is  neces- 
sary in  order  that  he  may  provide  for  his  temporal  support.  Appropri- 
ation $200. 

Walla  Walla. — During  the  past  yQ&v  the  Rev.  George  Mechtersheimer 
was  commissioned  as  missionarj'  at  Walla  Walla  and  other  places.  He 
had  been  a  resident  of  that  place  for  some  time,  engaged  in  laboring  and 
teaching  among  the  Germans  with  the  view  of  organizing  them  into  a 
congregation.  He  will  now  be  able  to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  this 
worii,  and  to  the  establishment  of  other  new  missions  under  the  direction 
of  Classis.     Appropriation  $100. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  missionaries,  ten  more  than  last  year, 38 

Members, 2,910 

Additions  during  the  year, 325 

Baptisms, .' 292 

Amount  collected  during  the  year  for  benevolence, $    525 

"  "  ""    "    ■"      "    local  objects, $8,238 

Value  of  Church  Property  about $125,000 

Indebtedness  about $30,000 

FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 

From  the  Treasurer's  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  contributions  for 
missions,  since  the  last  report  was  made  to  the  Synods,  amounted  to  $7,- 
326.43.     This,  however,  does  not  cover  the  full  period  of  a  year  by  more 
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than  a  month.  Some  of  the  monies  contributed  by  churches,  especially 
the  harvest  otf'erings,  have  not  yet  been  reported.  How  much  the  whole 
will  amount  to  at  the  end  of  the  year,  cannot  now  be  ])recisely  stated. 
The  probability  is  that  it  will  not  be  quite  as  much  as  it  was  during  the 
previous  year.  Thi^;  is  most  likely  owing  to  the  fact  that  an  appeal  was 
made  and  special  collections  were  lifted  for  missions  in  the  month  of  Jan- 
uary, 1878,  whereas  this  was  not  done  during  last  Winter.  The  amount 
due  the  missionaries  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  was  $2,648.  The  amount  of 
indebtedness  for  monies  borrowed  is  $550,  which  is  $250  less  than  last 
year.  The  Board  has  $2,500  invested  for  which  interest  is  paid.  The 
expenditure  for  carrying  forward  tiie  operations  of  the  Board  during  the 
coming  year  will  be  SDmetliing  larger  than  it  was  dui-ing  the  previous 
year.  To  meet  the  current  e.\])enses  during  the  coming  year,  the  Board 
will  need  $14,000,  for  which  we  suggest  that  the  different  Synods  con- 
cerned raise  the  following  amounts  : 

The  Synod  of  thelJnited  States, |8,000 

The  Synod  of  the  I'otomac, 3,500 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 2,500 

We  further  suggest  that  the  different  Synods  request  all  the  churches, 
or  as  far  as  possible,  to  lift  one  collection  for  the  relief  of  our  missionaries, 
during  the  Advent  or  Epiphany  period  of  the  coming  year.  Also,  that 
the  Synods  and  Cla-ses  at  their  coming  meetings,  give  special  attention 
to  the  claims  of  the  missionary  cause,  urge  the  importance  of  systematic 
benevolence,  the  further  increase  of  missionary  societies,  in  congregations 
and  Sundaj'-schools,  also  missionary  festivals,  and  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  tend  to  secure  more  promptly'  the  payments  of  the  Class- 
ical apportionments,  so  that  the  wants  of  our  suffering  missionaries  may 
be  more  promptly  met,  and  our  missionary  operations  be  more  widely  ex- 
tended. 

REMARKS. 

In  closing  this  report  we  call  attention  to  a  few  facts.  The  first  is  the 
l^reat  extent  and  the  urgent  necessities  of  the  field  which  we  are  called  on 
to  cultivate.  We  have  been  not  altogether  remiss  in  providing  for  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  missionary  ground  covered  by  the  three  Synods. 
Beyond  that  territory,  however,  we  have  as  yet  done  comparatively  lit- 
tle :  and  yet  the  calls  u|)on  us  from  our  own  people,  as  from  others  beyond 
our  immediate  limits,  to  supply  them  with  ministers  to  break  unto  them 
the  bread  of  life,  are  urgent,  and  numerous.  It  is  the  call  of  the  Divine 
Master  addressed  to  us,  to  feed  His  sheep,  to  feed  His  lambs.  Many  of 
our  people  have  settled  in  the  new  States  and  Territories  of  the  West, 
who  are  without  ministers  and  without  churches..  Our  brethren  in  the 
West  through  their  own  missionary  agencies,  are  doing  what  they  can, 
but  their  efforts  should  be  supjjlcmented  by  the  greater  resources  of  the 
East.  There  is  much  work  for  us  to  do  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Texas,  and 
neigliboring  States,  where  as  yet  we  have  scarcely  made  a  beginning 
Still  farther  westward  in  the  Pacific  States,  we  have  indeed  made  a  fair 
Start,  but  the  demand  for  more  laborers  in  that  field  comes  with  impres- 
sive earnestness  in  almost  every  communication  that  reaches  us  from  that 
distant  country.  There  is  also  work  for  us  to  accomplish  in  the  Southern 
States  as  great  perhaps  as  elsewhere.  It  is  a  serious  question  whether  the 
time  has  not  come  to  put  forth  efforts  to  revive  and  expand  our  Ciiurch 
in  tliat  part  of  the  Union.  There  is  no  reason  in  fact,  why  our  Church 
should  not  be  represented  in  all  of  the  Southern  States,  as  it  would  most 
likely  be  to-day,  if  the  efforts  of  our  Fathers  in  former  years  in  that  di- 
rection had  been  properly  followed  up.     xV  similar  remark  may  be  made 
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in  regard  to  the  New  England  States.  There  we  have  only  two  ministers- 
of  our  own  denomination,  and  yet  there  is  a  German  population  in  most 
of  the  lar2;e  towns  and  cities,  in  some  of  which  there  are  no  German  min- 
isters, and  the  destitute  people  never  hear  the  Gospel  in  a  language  which 
they  understand  The  Rev.  L.  B.  Swartz,  pastor  of  a  Reformed  church, 
in  Boston,  has  labored  with  apostolic  zeal  for  his  German  brethren,  not 
only  in  Boston,  but  elsewhere  for  over  thirty  years.  During  this  period 
he  has  preached  in  many  parts  of  Massachusetts,  and  started  some  mis- 
sions, which  from  the  want  of  support  from  our  Missionary  Boards,  have- 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  other  denominations  that  came  forward  and 
granted  them  the  needed  assistance.  After  much  labor  and  extraordinary 
sacrifices  on  his  part,  he  finds  it  now  ditBcult  to  maintain  himself  at  hia 
post  at  Boston  on  account  of  the  financial  embarrassments  of  his  own 
church.  The  superintendent  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole 
field,  during  a  visit  this  Summer,  is  convinced  that  New  England  as  mis- 
sionary ground  has  claims  on  the  Reformed  Church,  which  she  cannot 
safely  overlook  or  ignore.  As  a  beginning,  he  thinks  there  ought  to  be' 
two  missionaries  located  at  Boston  at  once,  one  English  the  other  Ger- 
man. This  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present,  and  might,  it  is  believed, 
be  accomplished  without  too  heavy  an  outlay  of  money.  In  a  few  years 
other  laborers  might  be  added  to  their  number  and  new  missions  be  estab- 
lished for  the  great  spiritual  destitution  in  other  places. 

There  is  another  fact,  which  ought  to  be  brought  home  at  this  particu- 
lar time  to  the  conscience  of  the  Church.  It  is  the  inadequacy  of  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  to  carry  forward  its  proper  work.  It 
is  with  great  difficulty  that  the  missionaries  under  the  care  of  the  Board' 
are  sustained.  As  a  body  they  are  faithful,  patient,  and  self-sacrificing- 
laborers  in  our  waste  places.  But  their  support  is  meagre,  and  they  are 
often  discouraged,  distressed  and  harrassed  in  their  work  by  care  and  anx- 
iety to  provide  for  themselves  and  families  the  means  necessary  for  their 
temporal  support.  What  they  are  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Church 
as  their  appropriation  is  not  paid  them  promptly,  and  they  grow  weary 
in  waiting  during  long  and  dreary  months  for  the  long  expected  relief. 
All  this  should  be  remedied.  In  addition,  the  Church  should  provide  the 
Board  with  the  means  necessary  to  extend  its  borders  into  new,  and  as  yet, 
unoccupied  regions.  This  we  believe  will  be  done  as  soon  as  we  get  our 
people  more  generally  to  see  the  great  need  of  supplying  their  fellow  men 
with  the  Gospel.  "We  have  the  poor  always  with  us,  and  they  who  are 
willing  to  feed  the  bodies  of  men,  as  our  people  are  disposed  to  do,  will 
not  withhold  the  hand  of  charity  from  those  who  are  perishing  for  lack 
of  knowledge.  As  ministers  and  people  we  all  need  more  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  and  His  Apostles,  which  was  the  spirit  of  missions  and  self-sacri- 
fice. In  proportion  as  we  are  imbued  with  their  spirit,  in  that  degree, 
will  our  work  go  forward  and  prosper  in  our  hands. 

But  whilst  at  times  we  are  almost  crushed  in  view  of  the  comparatively 
meagre  efforts  which  we  are  making  for  the  building  up  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ,  there  are  many  things  to  encourage  us  to  engage  in  this  blessed, 
work  with  renewed  courage,  faith  and  hope.  Thus  far  our  missionary 
work  has  not  been  a  failure.  It  has  been  more  productive  of  results  than, 
we  perhaps  had  a  right  to  expect.  With  the  means  at  our  command  few 
other  denominations  have  done  more  than  we  in  the  missionary  field. 
The  interest  in  our  missionary  work  is  growing  in  our  churches,  and  con- 
fidence in  our  operations  is  gaining  ground.  More  has  been  given  for 
missions  since  the  panic,  and  during  the  hard  limes,  than  before,  although 
the  value  of  money  has  increased.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  our 
failing  to  raise  more  missionary  funds  is  the  want  of  system  in  develop- 
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ing  the  benevolence  of  the  Church,  but  this  is  passing  away.  Mission- 
ary societies  on  the  apostolic  plan  by  which  all  alike,  especially  our  poor 
people,  have  an  opportunity  to  do  something  for  the  spread  of  the  Gos- 
pel, are  springing  up  in  various  parts  of  the  Church.  Missionary  festivals 
are  more  numerous,  and  are  doing  a  good  work.  The  spirit  cf  missions 
is,  we  believe,  penetrating  the  life  of  the  Church,  and  it  is  beginning  to 
■be  felt  more  and  more,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  missionary 
cause  should  be  regarded  as  among  the  first  and  most  vital  questions 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  solve.  If  many  things  are  calculated  to  dis- 
hearten and  discourage  us  at  present,  we  may  be  assured  that  if  we  per- 
severe in  patient  effort  to  bring  our  churches  up  to  the  full  measure  of 
their  responsibility,  the  future  will  be  more  fruitful  than  the  present. 
Deeply  thankful  for  the  kind  treatment  which  he  has  received  whenever 
he  has  had  occasion  to  visit  the  churches,  glad  to  record  the  help  and  co- 
operation of  ministerial  brethren  and  others,  and  to  testify  to  the  ardu- 
ous labors  of  the  Executive  Council,  the  Superintendent  respectfully  pre- 
sents to  the  Synods  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the  missionary  work  during 
the  last  eleven  months  of  the  year. 

Theodore  Appel, 

Superintendent. 

III.       REPORT    OF   TREASURER   OP   THE    TRI-SYNODIC    BOARD    OP 
MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  beg  leave,  very  respectfully,  to  submit  the  subjoined  Report  of  the 
the  moneys  received  by  me,  and  disbursed  for  Home  Missions,  during  the 
year  ending  September  2nd,  1879. 

SYNOD    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

Eeceived  from  Classis  of  Philadelphia, $108.17 

"  "  "      Tohickon, 289  46 

"  "  "      Goshenhoppcn, 4(54.67 

"  "  "      East  Pennsylvania, 601.21 

"  "  "      Lebanon, 1366.92 

"  "  "      Lancaster, 560.26 

"  "  "      East  Susquehanna, 272.77 

"  "  "       West  "  364.64 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States, $4028.10 

SYNOD    OF    THE    POTOMAC. 

Received  from  Classis  of  Zion, $445.40 

"  "  "      Maryland, 783.18 

"  "  "       Mercersburg, 748.66 

"  "  "      Virginia, 298.04 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, $2275.23 

SY>OD    OF    PITTSBURGH. 

Received  from  Treasurer  of  Svnod, $752.59 

"  "      Classis  of  St.  Paul, 47.00 

"  "  "      Somerset, 22.76 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, $822.35 
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MISCELLANEOUS    SOURCES. 


Eeceived  from  Classis  of  San  Francisco, $  20.00 

"  "      Gerhart  Let^acy,  (interest,) 12  00 

"  "      Spangler     ""    '  "  18.75 

"  "      Locl<;e  "  "  150.00 

1200. 75- 

Balance  in  Treasury,  October  8,  1878, 240.35 

Total  from  all  sources, $7566.7& 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid  Orders  of  the  Board  during  year,...  $7359.37 

"     Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis, 79.30 

Balance  in  Treasury, 128  11 

$7566.78 

In  addition  to  the  above  contributions  for  missions,  I  received  from 
sundry  sources  the  sum  of  $407.90  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  Wash- 
ington City,  D.  C. 

REMARKS. 

To  arrive  at  the  net  amount  contributed  by  the  church  for  Home  Mis- 
sions during  the  year,  we  must  deduct  from  the  sum  total  received  from 
all  sources,  $240.35,  (in  the  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,)  and! 
it  will  leave  the  actual  contributions  during  the  synodical  year  (which  in 
this  case,  however,  embraces  about  eleven  months,)  only  the  sum  of 
$7326.43  or  $2260.98  less  than  last  year. 

Not  one  of  the  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  the  three  Synods  came  up 
in  its  contributions  to  the  apportionments  made  by  the  Synods,  and  hence 
the  Board  is  always  in  debt  to  the  missionaries.  Virginia  Classis  is  the 
only  one  that  came  nearly  up  to  the  amount  asked  of  her.  Lebanon  and 
Mercersburg  Classes  made  considerable  increase  over  last  year's  contri- 
butions, but  all  the  others  fell  far  behind,  some  not  raising  one-half  the 
apportionments  made  upon  them. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  in  future  there  will  be  less,  or  no  occasion  to 
call  attention  to  such  painful  facts  ;  and  that  our  beloved  Zion  will  rend- 
er the  assistance  needed  to  carry  out  the  injunction  of  the  Head  of  the 
Cburch  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer. 

Harrisburg,  Sept.  2,  1879. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  Wm. 
H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Reformed! 
Church  in  the  United  States,  respectfuly  report,  that  they  have  attended 
to  said  dutj'  and  find  the  account  correct,  and  a  balance  of  One  hundred, 
and  twenty-eight  dollars  and  eleven  cents  ($128.11)  in  his  hands  at  this- 
date.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder, 

D.  W.  Gross. 

Harrisburg,  Sept.  2,  1879. 

IV.      REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    MISSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  oiFer  the  following,  as  their 
report : 

The  following  documents  were  placed  in  their  hands  for  consideration^ 
namely, — the  Report  of  the  Tri-Synodic   Board  of  Missions,  the  Report 
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of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  the 
Keport  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  also 
a  communication  from  certain  brethren  of  the  Portland-Oregon  Classis, 
assembled  at  Portland,  Oregon,  in  the  capacity  of  a  Missionary  Conference. 

From  these  official  reports,  we  take  the  following  summary  :  that  there 
are  now  thirty-eight  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Missions — ten  more  than  the  previous  year.  Twenty-four  of  these 
missions  are  in  Pennsylvania,  two  in  Virginia,  one  in  Delaware,  three  in 
Maryland,  one  in  Washington  City,  and  the  rest  in  Kansas,  California, 
and  Oregon.  They  are  all,  with  two  exceptions,  reported  as  being  in  a 
prosperous  and  promising  condition.  These  facts  should  be  for  us  a  cause 
of  gratitude  and  of  encouragement  to  go  forward,  at  the  expense  of  still 
greater  labor  and  self-denial. 

There  has  been  contributed  towards  missions,  in  the  past  year,  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  :  Synod  of  the  Ignited  States  $4()2«.10  ;  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  including  the  amount  contributed  by  the  Classis  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, $2295.23  ;  Svnod  of  Pittsburgh  $822  85  ;  and  in  interest  on  invested 
funds  $180.75— Total  $7,324.43  ;  Disbursed  by  order  of  the  Board  $7, 359-78; 
paid  Treasurer  of  Iowa  Classis  $79.30.  Taking  into  the  account  the  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  previous  year  there  remains  a 
balance,  at  the  date  of  the  Treasurer's  Keport,  of  $128.11.  The  sum  of 
$407  90  was  contributed  for  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  in  Washington 
City,  D.  C. 

These  figures  are  not  so  cheering.  The  contributions  of  the  Church 
almost  everywhere  have  fallen  below,  and  in  many  instances  very  far  be- 
low what  they  should  have  been  In  order  pr(jperly  to  sustain  the  mis- 
sions already  undertaken,  and  to  plant  others  in  the  waste  places,  which 
are  stretching  out  their  hands  and  crying  to  us  for  help,  there  must  be  an 
increase  of  love  for  the  cause  and  of  liberality  in  its  support  on  the  part 
of  both  ministers  and  people.  Instead  of  progressing  here,  we  are  in 
danger  of  retrograding.  We  need  but  refer  to  the  fact,  that  the  amount 
of  contributions  to  missions  in  the  year  just  closed  is  $2260.98  less  than 
that  of  the  former  year,  while  very  little  has  been  done  to  ensure  the 
permanent  establishment  of  the  mission  in  W^ashington  City. 

To  meet  the  current  expenses  during  the  coming  year,  the  Board  of 
Missions  will  need  $14,000.00.  The  amount  this  Svnod  is  asked  to  as- 
sume is  $3,500.00. 

The  following  resolutions  are  recommended  for  consideration  and 
adoption  : 

Ren'olred,  That  this  sum  be  a])i)ortioned  among  the  dilferent  Classes  of 
this  Svnod,  as  follows,  viz.  :  Zion's  Classis  $1200.00,  MarvUuul  Classis 
$1200*00.  Mercersburg  Classis  $1100.00,  Virginia  Classis  $^00.00,  North 
Carolina'Classis  $100.00,  and  San  Francisco  Classis  $50.00— $3950.00. 

Resolved,  That  the  churches  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  are  hereby 
urgently  requested  to  lift  a  collection  for  t'le  relief  of  our  missionaries, 
during  either  the  approaching  Advent  or  Epiphany  season. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  heartily  adopts  the  suggestions  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Superintendent,  and  accordingly  requests  the  Classes,  at  their 
next  annual  meetings,  to  give  special  attention  to  the  claims  of  the  mis- 
sionary cause,  urge  the  importance  of  sy.stematic  benevolence,  the  further 
increase  of  missionary  societies  in  congregations  and  Sunday-schools,  also 
missionary  festivals,  and  the  adoption  of  such  measuies  as  will  tend  to 
assure  more  promptlj'  the  payments  of  the  Cla>sical  apportionments,  so 
that  the  wants  of  our  sutfering  missionai'ies  may  be  more  promptly  met, 
and  our  missionary  operations  be  more  widely  extended. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Washington  Mission  be  heartily  commended  to  the 
liberal  support  of  our  people,  and  that  the  Board  of  Missions  be  requested 
to  send  a  missionary  into  that  field  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  again  presents  to  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Missions  the  special  claims  of  the  Virginia  Valley,  and  earnestly  over- 
tures the  Board  to  extend  its  missionary  work  in  that  direction. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  hold  a  missonary  meeting  on  Monday  even- 
ing of  the  present  sessions  ;  that  the  President  of  the  Synodic  Board  of 
Missions  preside  on  the  occasion  ;  that  Revs.  J.  S.  Kiefter  and  Dr.  Theo- 
dore Appel,  Superintendent  of  Missions,  deliver  addresses  on  Home  Mis- 
sions, and  Dr.  G.  W.  Welker  on  Foreign  Missions  ;  and  that  a  collection 
be  lifted  for  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  on  the  occasion. 

The  paper  from  the  brethren  in  Oregon  states,  that  they  met  in  Port- 
land at  the  time  fixed  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Portland-Oregon 
Classis,  but  failed  to  secure  a  quorum.  Hence  they  resolved  themselves 
into  a  Missionary  Conference  to  consider  the  conditions  and  needs  of  the 
cause  of  missions  within  their  bounds.  The  results  of  their  deliberations 
are  embodied  in  a  preamble  and  resolutions  consisting  of  suggestions  and 
petitions  to  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and  which  should  prop- 
erly come  before  it.  We  therefore  ofler  the  following  resolution  for 
adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  transmit  the  communication  from 
the  brethren  of  the  Portland-Oregon  Classis  to  the  Tri-Syodic  Board  of 
Missions  for  their  consideration  and  action. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  Hellkr, 
A.  Spanglek, 
Joel  T.  Ro.^siter, 
D.  M.  Whitmore, 
J.  G.  Marcb, 
Jacob  Sellers, 
George  Dice, 

Committee. 


The  communion  alms  on  Sunday  were  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Home 
Missions,  and  amounted  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  Monday  evening,  the  proposed  missionary  meeting  was  held,  ac- 
cording to  the  programme  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, and  a  collection  was  lifted  for  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions, 
amounting  to  $±2.70. 


Regarding  the  apportionments  upon  the  Classes  of  Zion,  Mercersburg, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  San  Francisco  for  the  purchasing  of  a 
lot  and  the  erection  of  a  Chapel  for  the  Washington  City  mission,  (item 
3  of  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,)  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  shovrs  what  was  done  in  the  case. 

For  some  cause  or  other,  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions  failed 
to  issue  the  appeal.  &c.,as  requested  by  the  Synod  of  1878,  (and  noted 
in  item  4  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.) 
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Most  of  the  pastors  neglected  to  take  up  special  collections,  as  re- 
quested by  the  Synod  of  llagerstown,  for  the  payment  in  full  of  the 
promises  made  by  the  Synod  at  York,  in  1876,  to  the  cause  of  missions 
in  the  Iowa  and  Virginia  Classes. 


The  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Synod  in  1878,  to  ordain  the  licen- 
tiate Ambrose  D.  Gring  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry  and  also 
as  Missionary  to  Japan,  (as  noted  in  item  9  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Synod,)  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  to  wit: 

The  Committee,  appointed  by  your  Reverend  Body  to  visit  Eaaton,  Pa., 
for  the  purpose  of  ordaining  the  licentiate  Ambrose  D.  Gring  to  the  Holy 
Ministry  and  Missionary  to  Japan,  beg  leave  to  report,  That  we  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  us,  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Easton,  Pa.,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Synod  of  U.  S.,  on  the  2oth  day  of  October,  A.  D., 
1878,  and  Rev.  Gring  is  now  in  Ja[»an,  prosecuting  his  work. 

The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Committee  were  |22.00. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller, 

M.   KiKFFER, 

E.   R.   ESCUBACH, 

Committee. 
The  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  instructed  to   pay  the  bill  of  Travelling 
Expenses  of  the  Committee  of  Ordination. 


At  the  election  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  held  during  the 
session  of  Tuesday  evening,  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker  was  elected  to  serve 
for  four  years,  as  a  member  of  the  Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 

MEMBERS    OP   THE    BOARD  AND    TERMS    OP    SERVICE. 

Rev.  G.  W   Wclkcr, 4  years, October  1,  1883. 

"     J.O.Miller 3       "     "  1,1882. 

Elder  W.  A.  Wilt, 3       "     "  1,  1882. 

Rev.  A.   H.  Kremer, 2       ''     "  1,  1881. 

Elder  G.  S.  GrifRth, 2       "     "  1,1881. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbaoh, 1    year, "  1,1880. 

"     E.  N.  Kremer, 1      "     ^ •'  1,  1880. 


ARTICLE  XV. 


FINANCE. 

I.       TREASURERS    REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  of  Synod  submitted  his  annual  report  to  Synod,  which 
was  received,  and  then  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  audited.     The  Report  is  as  follows  : 
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Lewis  H.  Steiner,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Synod  of  the  Pototnac  r 

DR. 
Dec.  10, 1878,  To  cash  received  from  Louis  Markell,  former  Treas.,. $186.08 

May  26,  1879,  To  cash  received  from  Mercersburg  Classis, 110.00' 

"  "  "     Virginia  "       30.0a 

"  "  "     North  Carolina  "      30  OQ 

"  "  "     Maryland  "       110.00 

"  "  "     Virginia  "      30.00' 

"  "  "     Zion's  "      llO.Oa 


June 

30,     " 
12,     " 

July 

7,     " 

Oct. 

15,     " 

II 

23,     " 

Making, $606.08 

CONTRA.     CR. 
Dec.  10,  1878,  By  cash  paid  Small  &  Welsh,  for  printing  Minutes,f  124.25 
"     10,     "        "      "        "     Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,   expenses  as 

Stated  Clerk, 15.00 

May  26,  1879,  By  cash   paid  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Salary  as 

'  Stated  Clerk, '. 75  00 

Oct.   24,  1878,  Balance  in  Treasury, 391.83 


Making, $606.08 


II.       REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  reported,  during  the  session  of 
Tuesday  Afternoon,  which  was  received  and  adojDted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  Treas- 
urer's account,  with  the  vouchers,  and  found  it  to  be  correct,  with  a  bal- 
ance of  $391.83  in  the  Treasury.  To  meet  the  estimated  current  expenses 
of  the  Synod  and  part  of  its  liability  on  loan  for  the  Relief  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  Publication  Board,  the  Committee  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing assessments  : 

Mercersburg  Classis, $160.00 

Maryland  "       160  00 

Zion's  "       160.00 

Virginia  "       40.00 

North  Carolina  "       40.00 

Making, $560.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  H.  Kremer, 
N.  H.  Skyles, 
C.  Clever, 
W.  I.  Stewart, 
John  Miller, 
W.  H.  Haugh, 

Committee. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  under  item  10,  re- 
ported the  deferred  assessment  to  meet  one-half  the  amount  as.^essed  by 
the  General  Synod  upon  this  Synod  for  contingent  purposes.  The 
Standing  Committee  on  Finance  was  ordered  to  make  the  needed  as- 
sessment, which  is  included  in  their  report. 
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III.      REPORT   OF   THE    BOARD    OP   TRUSTEES    OF    SYNOD. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  presented  their  annual  report  to 
Synod,  during  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : — Your 
Board  organized  by  selecting  Rev.  J.  0.  Miller  as  President  and  Rev.  E. 
R.  Eschbach  as  Secretary.  The  Board  held  several  meetings,  during  the 
year,  but  are  sorry  to  say,  that  our  agent  succeeded  in  securing  only  a 
small  amount  of  contributions,  during  the  year,  so  tliat  the  deficit  of 
$818.87  reported  a  year  ago  with  interest  added,  after  deducting  the 
amount  collected  by  the  agent,  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree,  leaves  a  present  de- 
ficit of  $867.13.  We  have  authorized  the  agent  to  prosecute  the  work  of 
collecting  to  meet  the  remaining  indebtedness,  during  the  coming  year. 
We  trust,  that  the  Synod  will  commend  the  agent  to  the  churches,  and 
that  such,  as  have  not  yet  contributed  to  this  cause,  will  do  so,  during  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  term  of  office  of  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  as  trustee  will  expire  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1880,  and  a  successor  must  be  chosen  by  the  Synod  at 
this  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  President. 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  several  Boards  of  Synod, 
Elder  Louis  Markcll  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod  for  five  years. 

MEMBERS    OF   THE   BOARD    AND   TERMS    OF   SERVICE. 

Elder  Louis  Markell, 5years, January  1,  1885. 

"      H.  Wirt  Shriver, 4     "      "         1,1884. 

Rev.  Wm.  R.  H.  Deatrich, 3     "       "         1,  1883. 

Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,...2     "      "         1,1882. 

Rev.  J.  0.  Miller, 1  year, "         1.1881. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 


APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothing  oceiured  under  this  head. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 


COMPLAINTS. 

Nothing  took  place  under  this  head. 
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ARTICLE  XVIII. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Sunday-school  Board  presented  its  annual  report,  which  was  re- 
ceived, and  is  as  follows  : 

The  Sunday-school  Board  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  begs  leave  to 
oflFer  the  following  report. 

Nothing  came  before  this  Board,  which  claimed  special  attention,  ex- 
cepting the  usual  service  ordered  in  behalf  of  the  interest  represented  by 
it,  and" arrangements  were  made  to  devote  Friday  evening  of  the  present 
sessions  of  Synod  to  the  Sunday-school  interest,  and  the  Board  would  ask 
the  Synod  to  make  that  the  order  for  the  evening  designated.  Three 
topics  have  been  selected  for  discussidn  with  two  speakers  to  each  topic, 
to  be  followed  by  voluntary  speeches.  The  Treasurer  reports,  that  he  has 
in  hand  $40.60,  bearing  interest. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.   W.  Santee,  Chairman. 


The  Synod  ordered  a  Sunday-school  service  to  be  held,  as  suggested 
by  the  Sunday-school  Board,  on  Friday  evening,  and  the  programme, 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Religious  Services,  was  observed. 


Items  4  and  5  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures  were  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  B.  Shontz,  J.  T.  Rossiter,  and 
Elder  G.  S.  Griffith.  The  committee  subsequently  reported,  which  was 
received  and  amended.  As  amended  and  adopted  the  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

We  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption,  viz.  : 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  accedes  to  the  request  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  agrees  to  elect  a  committee 
of  one  to  assist  in  selecting  Sunday-school  Lessons  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Wm.  Rupp  be  appointed  to  represent  this  Synod 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Sunday-school  Lessons  according  to  the  order 
of  the  Church  Year. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.   B.  Shontz, 
Joel  T.  Rossiter, 
G.  S.  Griffith, 

Committee. 


At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards,  Elder  G. 
■S.  Griffith  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Board  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  and  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer  into  the  bounds  of  another 
Synod. 
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MEMBERS    OP   THE   BOARD    AND    TERMS    OF   SERVICE. 

Elder  G.  S.  Griffith, 5  years, October,  1884 

Kev.  D.  W.  Ebbcrt, 4'"       "  1883 

"     J.  W.  Santee, 3     "       "  1882 

"     A.  K.  Kremer, 2     "       "  1881 

"     W.  K.  Zieber, 1     "       "  1880 


ARTICLE  XIX. 


CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
14  the  conditional  provision  that  had  been  made  last  year  by  the  Syn- 
od, for  the  organization  of  a  new  Classis  out  of  the  territory  of  Synod, 
lying  north  of  the  State  of  California,  on  the  Pacific  coast.  As  ascer- 
tained from  the  Minutes  of  the  San  Francisco  Classis  and  of  the  new 
Classis  organized,  such  new  Classis  was  organized  out  of  the  territory  of 
Synod  contained  in  the  State  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory, 
Txnder  the  name  and  title  of  the  Portland- Oregon  Classis.  The  new 
Classis  was  organized  at  Portland,  Oregon,  March  1st,  A.  D.  1879. 


ARTICLE  XX. 


PUBLICATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Stated  Clerk  in  regard 
to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  Syn- 
od, and  was  adopted. 

REPORT  ON  PUBLISHING  MINUTES. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  had  two  thousand  copies 
of  the  Acts  and  i'roceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Synod 
printed  and  bound  in  pamphlet  form,  according  to  instructions,  and  dis- 
tributed them  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Synod,  in  the  case. 
Tho  Minutes  number  three  pages  more  than  those  of  the  previous  year, 
and  cost  in  the  aggregate  about  three  dollars  more,  although  actually  less 
per  page. 

They  were  printed  and  bound  by  Messrs  Small  &  "Welsh  of  York,  Pa., 
at  a  cost  of  $124.25,  which  was  punctually  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Syn- 
od. The  work  was  completed  before  the  end  of  November — earlier  than 
any  previous  year — so  that  the  Minutes  were  ready  for  distribution  with- 
in about  five  weeks  after  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Stated  Clerk, 


The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  thousand  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  present  sessions,  duly  authenticated,  printed,  and  to  dis- 
tribute them  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them. 
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I.       ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE   PUBLICATION    BOARD    OF    THE 
REFORMED    CHURCH, 

J^or  the  eleven  months  ending  Augjist  ist,  1879. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Potomac,  the 
Publication  Board  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  re- 
spectfully submits  the  following  report : 

The  Board  held  three  regular  meetings  during  the  eleven  months  cov- 
ered by  this  rej)ort,  at  each  of  which,  especially  at  the  last  meeting,  close 
attention  was  given  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  their  care.  It  is  a  source 
of  regret,  that  they  cannot  present  a  more  flattering  report  than  the  pres- 
ent must  necessarily  be  ;  though  perhaps  it  is  more  flattering  than  could 
have  been  expected,  when  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case  are  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  Book  Department,  we  regret  to  say,  has  met  with  a  more  than 
usual  falling  off  in  its  business,  than  during  any  year  since  the  panic  com- 
mienced,  and  in  this  department,  our  chief  deficiency  during  the  period 
covered  by  this  report,  exists.  To  what  particular  cause  this  is  to  be 
traced,  it  may  be  ditficult  exactly  to  determine.  Those  entrusted  with  its 
management  have  not  been  relax  in  their  efforts  to  make  it  a  complete 
success.  To  what  extent  the  patronage  of  the  Church  has  been  withheld, 
is  best  known  to  those,  if  there  be  any  such,  who  have  bestowed  their 
patronage  elsewhere.  Certain  it  is,  they  have  not  done  so,  because  they 
obtained  better  terms.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  gener- 
al experience  of  the  Book  Trade  pronounces  the  depression  in  business 
during  the  past  year,  to  have  been  more  .severe,  than  it  has  been  during 
any  year  since  the  commencement  of  the  panic.  The  Book  trade  is  one 
of  the  first  to  feel  such  depression,  and  one  of  the  last  to  recover  from  it. 
The  general  impression,  moreover,  is,  that  an  encouraging  revival  of 
business  in  the  Book  Department  will  be  experienced  during  the  incoming 
fall,  in  which  the  Board  has  reason  to  hope  its  business  will  share. 

In  the  general  periodical  department,  there  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
some  improvement,  on  the  previous  year.  The  receipts  on  account  of 
some  of  the  periodicals  have  been  increased,  whilst  the  falling  off  on  any 
of  them  with  a  single  exception,  is  very  slight.  In  those  cases,  however, 
where  there  has  been  a  falling  ofl",  there  has  been  a  corresponding  ad- 
-dition  to  the  outstanding  dues. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the 
"Messenger,"  over  that  reported  last  year.  In  view  of  the  large  number 
of  new  subscribers  obtained  by  the  efforts  of  a  special  agency,  it  was  nat- 
urally expected,  that  the  increase  would  be  larger.  So  many,  however, 
new  subscribers  discontinue  at  the  end  of  the  first  or  second  year ;  and  it 
is  necessary  constantly  to  purge  the  subscription  list  of  non-paying  sub- 
scribers, that  it  required  constant  effort  to  keep  the  list  at  the  present 
standard  ;  and  accordingly,  large  as  the  additions  have  been,  thej^  have 
but  little  exceeded  the  number  of  names  stricken  from  the  list.  A  de- 
crease of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  subscribers,  has  occurred  in  the 
"Guardian"  list,  whilst  a  large  addition  has  been  made  to  the  number  of 
"Lesson  Papers"  printed.  The  "Keview"  shows  an  increase  of  seven- 
teen, and  the  monthly  "Child's  Treasury,"  of  thirty  seven.  The  semi- 
monthly has  lost  over  twelve  hundred  subscribers.  Mo  special  reason 
can  be  assigned  for  this,  as  a  continued  decrease  has  been  going  forward 
for  several  years. 

To  meet  a  want,  which  has  been  deeplj^  felt  for  some  time  in  the  Church, 
and  which  could  not  longer  be  disregarded,  without  serious  detriment  to 
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its  interests,  the  Board  felt  constrained  to  commence  the  publication  of  a 
small  weekly  sheet  for  Infant  Classes  in  Sunday-schools.  They  have 
named  it,  "yunshine,"'  and  it  has  met  with  a  favorable  reception  thus  far, 
and  the  indications  arc  that  the  receipts  during  the  first  year  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  cover  the  actual  expenses  incurred. 

The  Board  again  appointed  a  special  committee  from  its  own  number, 
in  which  each  of  the  three  Synods  was  represented,  to  examine  carefully 
into  the  condition  of  the  Establisliiiient.  They  spent  the  greater  part  of 
two  days  in  their  specific  work.  Their  report  is  here  incorporated,  as  the 
most  accurate  account  that  can  be  given  of  the  result  reached  : 

Phii-adelphia,  August  20th,  1879. 

To  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board  : 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  to  take  an  account  of 
stock  in  store,  and  ascertain  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  beg 
leave  to  report : 

We  have  carefully  gone  over  the  list  of  books  and  goods  in  the  Store, 
and  examined  into  our  Liabilities  and  Assets,  with  the  following  result. 
"We  find  a  considerable  amount  of  stock  on  hand,  coming  down  from 
former  years,  that  is  not  saleable,  and  hence  comparatively  worthless. 
This  we  estimated  at  onl}-  half  its  cost  value,  and  in  a  few  instances, 
threw  it  out  altogether.  Other  of  the  stock  we  threw  oft"  one  fourth,  one 
fifth,  and  on  all  of  it  in  sum  total,  one  tenth  of  its  returned  value.  Our 
Book  Agent,  Mr.  Taylor,  was  with  us,  and  coincided  with  our  judgment. 
We  found  a  large  number  of  "Keviews"  and  'Guardians,"'  of  former 
years  still  on  hand.  These  we  reduced  one  half  from  the  estimate  put  on 
them  last  year,  and  still  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  can  ever  be  sold  for 
their  present  estimated  value.  We  also  found  some  books  in  sheets,  that 
are  worth  but  little,  and  hence  estimated  them  at  a  low  rate  It  is  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  that  greater  care  shcnild  be  exercised  in  print- 
ing a  less  number  of  extra  periodicals,  especially  of  the  "Review"  and 
"Guardian,"  which  have  accumulated  in  such  large  numbers  on  our  hands. 

We  find  due  on  Book  accounts  over  six  thousand  dollars ;  on  subscrip- 
tions due  from  present  subscribers  to  our  periodicals,  over  thirteen  thou- 
saiid  dollars,  and  due  from  old  accounts  of  discontinued  subscribers,  near- 
ly twelve  thousand  dollars,  for  about  seventeen  hundred  dollars  of  which 
notes  and  due  bills  have  been  given.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  total 
amount  due  the  Board,  on  book  account  and  subscriptions  to  periodicals, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  over  tu-enty-Jive  thousniid  dollars.  This  is  a  fearful 
loss  in  interest  ;  but  the  worst  of  it  is,  that  at  least  one  third  of  this  vast 
amount,  or  eight  thousand  dollars  of  it,  had  to  be  thrown  out  as  not  col- 
lectable. More  care,  wc^  think,  should  be  exercised  in  trusting  those,  not 
known  to  be  good,  and  still  more  earnest  efforts  made  to  collect  up  out- 
standing claims.  In  saying  all  this,  we  have  no  design  of  reflecting  upon 
the  business  capacity  of  our  Superintendent  or  Book  Agent.  AVe  believe 
they  are  both  doing  the  very  best  they  can  for  the  interest  of  the  Estab- 
lishment. The  fault  is  rather  with  our  ministers  and  people,  who  buy 
books  and  subscribe  for  periodicals  and  do  not  pay  for  them.  But  the 
experience  of  the  past  should  teach  us  to  trust  less,  and  be  wider  awake 
to  our  pecuniary  interests. 

We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  our  liabilities  have  increased  during  the  last 
eleven  months,  about  $2,500.,  whilst  our  a.ssets  have  decreased  about 
$.4,800.  Of  course,  this  is  owing  in  part  to  the  reductions  made  on  stock 
•on   hand,  and  the  throwing  out  of  what  are   believed  to  be  worthless 
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accounts.  It  will  be  remembered,  also,  that,  when  four  years  ago,  the 
Synod  elected  a  new  Editor-in-chief,  it  was  hoped,  that  the  increased  in- 
come to  the  establishment  would  meet  the  expenses  of  his  salary,  and  that 
this  expectation  has  been  disappointed,  so  that  a  large  part  of  our  in- 
creased liabilities  is  owing  to  the  demand  made  upon  us  to  pay  the  salary 
of  additional  force  on  the  "Messenger."  Still,  the  fact  stares  us  in  the 
face,  that  we  are  losing  money  largely,  and,  that,  unless  our  expenses  can 
be  brought  nearer  within  our  income,  our  existence  as  a  Board  will  be 
only  a  matter  of  a  few  years.  It  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  such,  to  suggest  a  remedy.  We  leave  that  to  the  united  wis- 
dom of  the  Board,  and  to  the  Synods  represented  in  it.  The  total  liabil- 
ities and  assets,  together  with  his  detailed  statement,  will  be  found  in  the 
Superintendent's  report. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Love, 
G.  S.  Griffith. 

To  provide  as  far  as  in  their  power,  for  a  decrease  of  expenditures,  the 
Board  has  made  a  general  reduction  on  all  the  salaries  of  those  employes 
in  its  service.  As  a  means  of  further  relieving  the  Board  from  financial 
pressure,  it  respectfully  overtures  the  Synods  represented  in  the  Board, 
to  recommend  to  the  Classes  and  congregations  within  their  bounds,  to 
provide  means  for  printing  and  distributing  religious  literature  gratuit- 
ously, or  at  such  reduced  rates,  as  the  Board  may  deem  best  to  weak 
charges.  Mission  congregations,  and  other  benevolent  associations.  Should 
this  overture  be  granted,  it  further  asks,  that  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  the  manuscript  for  a  tract  on  the 
"Duty  and  Privilege  of  giving  to  the  support  of  the  Benevolent  Opera- 
tions of  the  Church  ;" 

That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  tract 
on  the  "Duty  of  and  Benefit  to  Individuals  and  Families  Subscribing  for 
and  Keading  our  Church  Periodicals." 

Thsst  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  the  man- 
uscript for  a  tract  on  the  "Duty  and  Advantages  of  full  Church  Member- 
ship ;"  each  tract  to  contain  not  more  than  eight  pages,  and  that  the  cost 
of  printing  them  be  paid  out  of  the  the  fund  raised  for  the  free  circula- 
tion of  religious  literature,  and  that  all  congregations  within  the  bounds 
of  the  three  Synods,  which  contribute  to  this  fund,  shall  be  gratuitously 
supplied  with  said  tracts  for  distribution  in  their  families. 

"With  a  view  to  extend  the  circulation  of  the  "Guardian"  and  "Child's 
Treasury,"  the  Board  has  determined  upon  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 
these  periodicals,  to  go  into  eff"ect  with  the  opening  of  the  incoming  year. 
As  the  income  in  the  semi-monthly  Child's  Treasury  in  consequence  of 
the  falling  oflf  of  its  subscription  list,  is  insufficient  to  cover  the  addition- 
al expenses  incurred  through  it,  the  Board  will  discontinue  its  issue  after 
the  present  year. 

The  Board  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  new  price  list  of  books 
published  by  it,  and  of  all  books  on  hand,  putting  such  as  are  not  saleable 
at  greatly  reduced  rates.  This  committee  is  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  to  be  held  in  December  next,  and  the  new  price  list  is  to 
go  into  eflect  with  the  opening  of  the  incoming  year. 

The  time  of  service  of  G.  S.  Griffith  and  B.  Wolfi",  Jr.,  as  members  of 
the   Board  will  terminate  with  the  present  year.      It  will,   therefore,, 
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devolve  ii]ion  the  Synods  they  respectivoly  represc'iit,  to  till  the  vaoaneiea 
in  the  Board,  which  will  thus  occur. 

Kesjicctfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board, 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
Saml.  R.  Fisher,  Secretm-y. 
Philadelphia,  August  29,  1879. 

11.       REl'OhT   OF   c6mMITTEE   ON    PUBLICATION. 

The  Stinnlinti-  ('oiuniitteo  on  Publii^atioii  rejxjrtt'd  durinf>'  the  sessioa 
of  Friday  Ai'tLTnoon.  The  Keport  was  received  and  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  tlie  Synod  (hiring  tlie  sessions  of  Friday  Afternoon,  Satur- 
day Forenoon,  an<l  Saturday  Afternoon.  The  Eeport  was  amended 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  bet?  leave  to  report : — Your 
Committee  have  liestowed  careful  attention  and  study  upon  the  several 
documents  placed  in  their  hands.  The  subject  matter  c  )ntained  therein 
was  earnestly  considered  and  discussed,  and  as  the  r(!-ult  of  their  deliber- 
ations, they  would  recommend  to  Synod  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions. 

Resohal,  That  this  Synod  most  respectfully  deciini'S  concurrinij  in  the 
action  of  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.,  proposing  changes  in  the  editorial  man- 
agement of  the  Messefiger. 

Jiesolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  the  deficit,  in  view  of 
wliich  a  change  in  the  present  editorial  management  is  sought  to  be  ac- 
complised,  is  not  to  be  remedied  by  such  method,  but  rather  by  increased 
liberality  in  maintaining  the  present  management,  as  it  is. 

Re-solved,  That  the  efficient  measures  inaugurated  by  the  Board,  at  its 
late  meeting,  in  the  way  of  reduction  ol"  salaries,  lessening  of  cost  in  the 
publications  and  material,  and  reduction  of  prices,  give  good  promise  that 
the  end  of  the  current  year  will  show  a  favorable  balance  in  its  business 
operations. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  calls  U)ion  the  Classes  and  ministers  and 
membership  within  her  bounds,  to  put  forth  a  decided  and  most  vigorous 
eti'ort  to  increase  the  circulation  of  our  jieriodicals  and  the  volume  of  the 
business  of  tlie  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  N.  Callender, 
J  NO.  G.  No.--s, 

\V.   AUO.   GlilNG, 

W.  11.  Hkkhkrt, 
John  M    Hokkman, 
F.  M.  McKekhan, 

Cuininittee. 


The  Standing  Coniniittee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
17,  the  eontimiance  of  the  Coniniittee  to  jtrepare  and  jmhlish,  (onjoint- 
ly  with  a  similar  committee  IVoin  the  Synod  of  the  Kel'ornied  Church 
in  the  United  States,  an  edition  of ''Hymns  i'or  the  Reformed  Church," 
with  mnsic. 
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The  Committee  presented  tlie  following  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted,  and  the  Committee  was  continued.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  the  Reverend.  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Dear  Brethren  : — Your  Committee  on  the  selection  of  music  for  the 
New  Hymn  Book  respectfully  report,  that  they  have  selected  tunes  for 
all  the  hymns  from  the  beginning  of  the  Book  to  Trinity  Sunday,  with 
the  exception  of  some  thirty  ;  and  aho  report,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  has  fully  completed  the  selections  for  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  Book.  Verj'  little  more,  therefore,  is  now  required 
to  place  the  work  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.   E.   fliGBEE, 

J.  B.  Kerschner. 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  October  20th,  1879. 
P.  S. — We  submit  herewith  the  following  expenses. 

E.  E.  Higbee  for  one  trip  to  Frederick, $  5.40 

E.  E.  Higbee    "     "       "     "  Lancaster, 7.20 

$12.60 

J.  B.  Kerschner  for  one  trip  to  Frederick, $  5.40 

J.  B.  Kerschner    "     "       "     "  Lancaster, 7.20 

$12.60 
The  Treasurer  was,  on  motion,  instructed  to  pay  the  foregoing  bills. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
16,  that  agreeably  to  the  Charter  of  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  it  is  rendered  necessary  for  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  at  its  present  sessions,  to  elect  a  member  of  said 
Board  for  four  years,  in  the  place  of  Elder  Gr  S.  Griffith,  whose  term 
of  service  is  about  to  expire.  At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the 
several  Boards,  Elder  Gr.  S.  Griffith  was  re-elected  to  serve  for  the 
period  of  four  years 

MEMBERS    OF   THE    PUBLICATION    BOARD    AND   TERMS    OF    SERVICE. 

Elder  Goldsboro  S.  Griffith, 4  years, 1883 

"      Adam  B.  Wingerd, 3     "      1882 


ARTICLE  XXI. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon,  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Nominations  presented  their  report,  which  was  received,  amended, 
and  adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  two  hundred 
and  fifty  tickets  of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Synod, 
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and  the  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  Evening's 
session.  At  the  time  designated,  tlie  elcetion  took  phice.  Revs.  W. 
F.  CoUiflower,  S.  S.  Miller,  C.  G.  Fisher,  and  I.  M.  iM otter  were  ap- 
pointed tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted  the  votes,  and  furnished 
the  President  with  the  result  of  the  election.  This  result  will  be  found 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  the  Reports 
of  the  Bnards  of  Education,  Missions,  Trustees  of  Synod,  Sunday- 
schools,  Publication,  Peace  Commissioners,  and  Regents  of  Mercersburg 
College. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported,  under  item 
18,  the  post-ponement,  until  the  present  annual  meeting,  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Commissioners  to  the  Peace  Convention  about  to  assemble  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

This  item  and  item  6  in  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Overtures  were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J. 
O.  Miller,  (;.  II.  iMartin,  F.  F.  Bahner,  and  elders  II.  W.  Shriver  and 
M.  Zimmerman.  During  the  session  of  Tuesday  Afternoon,  this  com- 
mittee submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted, 
to  wit : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  Peace  Commis- 
sion to  convene  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  26th,  1879,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  the  same  from  this  body,  would  respect- 
fully report,  that  we  deem  it  unnecessary  for  this  Synod,  at  this  time,  to 
give  any  lengthy  deliverance  on  the  subject  matter  itself,  after  the  dis- 
cussion had  a  year  ago  at  Ilagerstown  ;  except,  to  say,  that  we  acknowl- 
edge the  good  effects  already  of  this  contemplated  Peace  Commission  upon 
the  Church  ;  and,  that  we  still  favor  this  movement  that  looks  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  peace  of  the  Church. 

We  recommend,  that  the  Synod  do  now  proceed  to  the  selection  of  four 
commissioners  or  delegates,  two  ministerial,  and  two  lay — with  their  al- 
ternates, as  designated  by  the  General  Synod,  to  represent  this  Synod  in 
said  Commission. 

It  is  our  opinion,  that  these  delegates  or  commissioners  should  be  selected 
from  the  majoritj'  and  minority  of  this  Synod,  in  the  following  ratio, 
namely:  that  the  majority  shall  have  one  ministerial  and  two  lay  dele- 
gates or  commissioners,  with  alternates  ;  and  that  the  minority  shall  have 
one  ministerial  delegate  or  commissioner,  and  his  alternate.  And  for 
this  purpose,  we  nominate  the  following,  from  whom  the  Synod  shall 
select  who  shall  be  primara,  and  who  sccundi;  namely  from  the  major- 
ity as  ministerial  delegate  or  commissioner — Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender 
and  Rev.  Elnath'an  E.  Higbee;  and  from  the  minority,  as  ministerial 
delegate  or  commissioner — Rev.  George  W.  Welker  and  Rev.  George 
W.  Glessner.  Majority  laj-  delegates,  Elders  Henry  Wirt,  Lewis  H. 
Steiner,  J.  Taylor  Motter,  and  John  P.  Reed. 

In  balloting,  each  member  of  the  Synod  shall  vote  for  two  ministers 
and  two  eblers.  And  the  one  minister  of  the  majority  and  the  one  min- 
ister of  the  minority  having  the  higliest  number  of  votes  shall  be  i\\G  pri- 
maril,  and  the  others  the  sccundi.  And  the  two  ciders  having  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  the /j/'twia?'",  and  the  others 
the  secundi. 
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We  would  further  recommend,  that  in  view  of  the  important  work 
committed  to  said  Commission,  this  Synod  advise  and  hereby  does  direct 
all  its  congregations  and  members  to  offer  special  prayer  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church,  on  their  behalf,  when  they  shall  be  assembled  in 
convention — such  prayer  to  be  made  at  the  regular  Lord's  Day  services 
and  at  the  weekly  meetings  for  prayer. 

And  further,  we  agree  with  the  other  Synods  in  the  full  conviction, 
that  in  order  t(j  carry  out  the  sjiirit  of  the  General  Synod,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  Peace  Commission  should  be  unani- 
mous ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  this,  as  coming  from  said  Commissioa^ 
■will  aid  us  in  securing  a  real  peace. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O    Miller,. 

G.  H.  Martin,. 

F.  F.  Bahneb, 

H.  Wirt  Shrive r, 

MicnAEL  Zimmerman", 

Committee: 

Accordingly,  at  the  election  for  members  of  the  several  Boards 
of  Synod,  an  election  for  Delegates  or  Commissioners  to  the  Peace  Con- 
vention to  convene  in  Harrisbnrg,  Pa.,  November  26th,  A.  D.  1879, 
was  held,  with  the  following  result,  to  wit :  Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callen- 
der,  D.  D.,  Kev.  Geo  Wm.  Welker,  D.  D.,  and  Elders  Henry  Wirt  and 
Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.,  Frimarii ;  and  Rev.  Elnathan  E.  Hig- 
bee,  D.  I).,  George  W.  Glessner,  D.  D.,  and  Elders  J.  Taylor  Motter,. 
and  John  P.  Reed,  Esq.,  Secundi. 


MERCERSBURG    COLLEGE. 

The  Board  of  Regents  of  M  ercersburg  College  presented  their  annual 
report  to  Synod,  which  was  received,  and  then  with  item  o  of  the  Re- 
port of  tlie  Committee  on  Overtures  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, composed  of  Revs.  W.  Rupp,  J.  A.  Hoft'heins,  C.  G.  Fisher,  and 
Elders  J.  M.  Hoft'man  and  L.  Markell.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  OP  MERCEUSBURG  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Dear  Brethren  : — The  Board  of  Regents  of  Mercersburg  College,  in 
submitting  this  their  first  report  for  your  con-^ideration.  deem  it  proper 
to  give  a  brief  history  of  the  College,  in  connection  with  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  its  present  financial  condition. 

The  College  was  chartered  A.  D.  1805.  The  property  wis  purchased 
for  six  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  (.?6,50()),  of  which  amount 
Mercersburg  Classis  took  upon  itself  to  furnish  three  thousand  and  five 
hundred  dollars  ($3,500),  leaving  the  balance  for  the  Corporation  to  se- 
cure as  best  it  could.  To  put  the  buildings  in  proper  repair  and  io  secure 
the  necessary  furniture  for  the  rooms  required  in  a  short  time  an  addition- 
al outlay  of  at  least  five  thousand  dollars  (:S5,000),  making  the  expense  at 
the  start  eleven  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  ($11,500). 
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The  oarniii'^s  of  the  School  were  insufficient  to  meet  this  expense,  and 
the  Institution  therefore  from  the  outset  liad  to  depend  upon  the  chari- 
table donations  of  the  Church.  At  ditferent  times  agents  were  sent  into 
the  field,  meeting  with  more  or  less  success  ;  but  at  no  time  were  the  col- 
lections sufficient  to  diminish  to  any  extent  the  original  indebtedness. 
Besides  this,  the  three  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  ($8,"iOO)  which 
Mercersburg  Classis  had  obligated  itself  to  furnish  came  in  by  small  dribs, 
and  the  whole  amount  has  not  yet  been  fully  met. 

In  consequence  of  all  this,  the  College  for  the  first  five  or  six  years  of 
its  existence,  although  under  the  able  management  of  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Ap- 
ple, and  exercising  tlic  utmost  economy,  could  not  extricate  itself  from  its 
burden  of  debt.  Indeed,  when  the  successor  of  Dr.  Apple  entered  upon 
his  work,  tlie  debt  for  current  expenses  including  that  for  some  addition- 
al furniture  had  reached  the  sum  of  five  thousand  and  six  hundred  dol- 
lars ($5,000),  while  the  debt  for  the  original  purchase  of  property  had 
been  decreased  only  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000),  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion involved  to  the  amount  of  tliirteen  thousand  and  one  liundred  dol- 
lars (5)13,100). 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  College  was  able  to  go  on,  paying  its  Pro- 
fessors and  the  interest  of  its  debt  out  of  its  own  earnings  and  the  chari- 
table gifts  of  its  friends  In  reality  for  the  psist  seven  years  the  debt  has 
been  kept  down  very  near  to  its  original  pro])ortion,  lessened  rathei' than 
•increased,  but  only  by  means  of  great  labor  and  sacrifice.  In  the  Tiiean- 
time  also  every  possible  effort  has  been  made  to  sec'ure  help  ;  but  the  do- 
nations from  the  Church  were  exceedingly  small,  not  sufficient  indeed  to 
keep  one  Professor  in  the  College.  It  may  be  said  that  for  the  past  seven 
years  the  College  has  been  left  to  depend  to  a  verj^  large  extent  upon 
what  it  could  secure  from  its  students,  and  upon  the  willingness  of  its 
Professors  to  work  while  their  salaries  were  exceedingly^  small.  What 
added  still  more  to  the  difficulties  was  that  this  period  was  one  of  great 
and  general  financial  depression,  diminishing  the  number  of  students  as 
well  as  the  charitable  donations  of  friends. 

The  Board  of  Regents,  however  feel  gratified  that  they  can  present  the 
following  detailed  statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Institution, 
putting  the  real  assets  at  their  very  lowest  estimate,  and  including  all 
debts  iip  to  September  18,  1879. 


E,  Septkmbr  18,  1879. 
CR. 

By  Purchased  Property, ....Ifl.-'iOO.OO 

"    Leased  Property,...' 10^000.00 

"    Subscription  Notes 11,000.00 

"    Obligations  of  Students,  1,800,00 

"    Librlirv, noO.OO 

"    Apparatus, 400.00 


Mercersburg  Colleg 
DR. 

To  King  Mortgage, $3,000.00 

"    Cook  Judg'ment  Note,...  2,000.00 

"    E.  E.  Higbee, 2,870.00 

"    Chambei-sburg  Bank....  1,327.00 

"    J.   B.  Kerschner 8.')0.00 

"    Geo.  F.  Mull,.... 302.(J() 

"    J.  H.  Kershner, 2-10.00 

"    Coal  Bill,.... 400.00 

"    H.  Hause, 000.00 

"    Sundries, 500.00 

812,098.00  $;^0,'20OO0 

Assets  t)ver  Liabilities, §18,102.00 

From  this  statement  it  can  be  seen  that  the  debt  of  the  College  in  1879 
is  less  than  it  was  some  seven  years  ago  by  a  little  over  one  thousand  dol- 
lars ($1,002)  and  that  over  four  thousand  dollars  of  it  hivve  been  shifted 
from  outside  parties  to  the  Professors  of  the  College. 
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The  literary  work  accomplished  by  the  College  during  this  short  period 
now  passed  under  review  is  probably  well  known  to  the  Church.  The 
Institution  has  graduated  fifty-nine  students,  of  which  number  twenty- 
seven  have  studied  for  the  holy  ministry.  But  very  many  students,  be- 
fore completing  their  full  course,  left  for  other  Colleges,  so  that  these 
statistics  very  inadequately  represent  the  work  which  has  been  done. 
The  Faculty  of  the  College  has  been  competent.  The  first  President  is 
now  President  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College.  The  first  Professor  is 
now  Professor  in  the  same  College.  Another  of  its  early  Professors  has 
become  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Minnesota,  and  still  another  Profes- 
sor has  very  recently  become  assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Cornell 
University.  All  this  encourages  the  Board  of  PvCgents  in  the  conviction 
that  the  labor  and  sacrifice  gone  through  have  not  been  for  naught,  and 
that,  if  the  school  must  now  close,  it  has  accomplished  sufficient  to  justify 
the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  sustain  it. 

It  was  felt  by  very  many  that  the  work  of  the  College  was  too  large 
and  important  to  remain  under  charge  of  a  single  Classis  ;  and  in  answer 
to  an  overture  from  Mercersburg  Classis,  simply  expressing  its  willing- 
ness to  surrender  the  College  to  the  S3'nod  of  the  Potomac,  that  Synod 
last  year  took  the  Institution  under  its  care  without  a  dissenting  voice, 
and  requested  the  Board  of  Regents  to  send  an  agent  into  this  larger  field. 
The  Board  found  itself  unable  to  secure  a  suitable  agent  ;  but  by  letters, 
and  by  solicitations  of  the  President  of  the  College,  visiting  the  Church 
in  person  as  time  would  allow  him,  it  endeavored  faithfully  to  awaken  an 
interest  in  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  College,  and  to  secure  the  financial 
aid  so  much  needed.  Hardly  anything,  however,  was  accomplished.  On 
the  contrary  the  sad  conviction  was  forced  upon  those  making  the  effort,, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  unanimous  action  of  the  Sjaiod,  there  was  but 
little  disposition  upon  the  part  of  the  ministers  of  the  Synod  to  sustain  or 
make  permanent  the  work  at  Mercersburg,  either  because  it  was  thought 
that  no  such  work  was  in  reality  needed  by  the  Church,  or,  if  needed, 
it  was  not  under  proper  management  to  prove  itself  successful.  Under- 
this  discouri-gement,  together  with  the  pressing  demands  of  creditors 
who  had  already  waited  long  and  patiently,  the  year  passed  on  througb 
anxieties  and  gloom,  affecting  students  and  Professors  and  Regents,  and 
still  rendering  everything  more  hopeless.  Having  looked  in  vain  for 
help  in  every  direction  far  and  near,  and  receiving  nothing  adequate,  the 
only  alternative  left  seemed  to  be  to  suspend  the  School  for  a  time  at  least, 
and  pay  the  debt  by  collecting  the  dues  of  the  College  and  such  donations 
as  could  be  secured,  so  that  in  case  of  resumption  the  Synod  might  be  free- 
and  without  burden. 

The  new  Collegiate  year  upon  which  the  College  has  now  entered,  as 
might  be  expected,  started  with  still  greater  disadvantages  than  the  pre- 
ceding, the  creditors  becoming  more  anxious,  the  indebtedness  increas- 
ing, and  the  opposition  to  the  school  showing  itself  more  bold  and  out- 
spoken.    The  tilicitous  satirical  verse  of  Horace  was  sadly  verified 

"Quanto  perditior  quisque  est,  tanto  acrius  urget." 

While  last  year  the  roll  of  students  numbered  fifty-six,  this  year  it  started 
with  only  twenty-six,  with  but  little  likelihood  that  it  will  be  much  in- 
creased during  the  session.  The  President  had  confidently  expected  a 
much  larger  accession,  but  found  to  his  great  surprise  that  quite  a  large- 
number  of  the  studenrts  already  in  attendance  had  been  written  to  and 
urged  to  go  elsewhere,  and  that  the  field  had  been  canvassed  in  the  inter- 
est of  another  Institution.  This  state  of  things  renders  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  the  College  to  go  on  without  endowment  from  the  Synod. 
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The  small  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  including  in  this  the 
debt,  would  be  in  all  probability  atnpl}'  sufficient,  when  added  to  that  al- 
ready secured,  and  to  that  which  is  expected  from  outstanding  legacies. 

The  Faculty  of  the  College  seeing  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  wish- 
ing to  give  to  the  Synod  the  utmost  freedom  of  re-organizing  the  In- 
stitution, have  tendered  their  resignations  to  the  Board,  which  resigna- 
tions have  been  accepted,  ho|)ing  that  by  susi)ending  at  the  close  of  the 
present  session,  and  tlius  avoiding  any  increase  of  debt,  the  way  may  be 
opened  for  an  agent  to  go  into  tin;  field  and  make  one  last  and  strong  ef- 
fort to  save  the  Institution  and  mal<e  ])ossible  its  early  resumption  of 
work  in  some  form  if  the  Synod  shall  be  so  disposed. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Board  would  recommend  to  the  Synod 
the  following  action  : 

1.  That  the  attention  of  the  Synod  be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  terms 
of  ofl5ce  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  have  expired, 
viz:  Elders  A.  B.  Wingerd,  A.  R.  Schnebly  and  L.  Markell,  and  that 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Sj'nod  to  fill  these  vacancies  by  election. 

2.  That  the  Synod  be  requested  to  commit  the  within  report  to  a 
Bpecial  Committee  with  instructions  to  report  some  definite  action  in  the 
case  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible,  for  the  consideration  of  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.    E     HiGBEE, 

by  request  of  the  Board. 
REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  MERCERSBURG  COLLEGE. 

The  special  eoniniittee  to  whom  the  interests  of  Mercer.sburg  College 
had  been  referred  for  consideration,  presented  their  report  to  Synod 
during  the  session  of  Monday  Forenoon,  which  was  received,  and  held 
under  consideration  during  the  following  three  sessions  of  Synod.  The 
request  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Mercersburg  College  for  one  hour 
of  Synod's  time,  in  which  to  present  the  claims  and  interests  of  the  col- 
lege before  Synod  was  granted  and  so  occupied.  The  report  of  the 
special  committee  was  so  amended  as  to  be  almost  entirely  changed. 
The  report,  as  amended  and  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  Committee  on  Mercersburg  College,  would  respectfully  offer  the 
following  as  their  report. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  we  learn,  that  the  Institution 
is  indebted  to  the  amount  of  SI  2,098.  The  value  of  the  assets,  including 
leased  projierty,  is  said  to  \><-  SoO  200.00.  How  much  of  this  may  be  avail- 
able for  the  li((uidation  of  the  indebtedness,  the  committee  is  unable  to 
determine  We  learn  furtlier,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  embarrassed 
financial  condition  of  the  Institution,  all  the  Professors  have  tendered 
their  resignations,  and  that  tiicise  have  been  accepted  by  the  Board  of 
Regents,  — thus  suspending  the  work  of  the  college  at  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent session,  which  commenced  wifli  the  small  number  of  twenty-six  stu- 
dents. The  Board  al.^o  states  that  tlie  term  of  oHice  of  three  of  the 
members  expires,  and  that  their  plates  will  have  to  be  filled  by  election. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  committee  would  respectfully  recommend 
the  following  action: 
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Resolved,  That  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Regents  be 
filled  at  this  session  of  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Regents  be  directed  to  employ  an  agent  to 
canvass  the  territory  of  ihis  Synod  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for 
the  immediate  necessities  of  said  College,  and  also  for  the  further  purpose 
of  raising  Twenty  Thousand  Dollars  for  the  permanent  endowment  of  the 
College,  and  to  secure  a  Faculty  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  conduct  the 
Institution  with  the  least  possible  expense. 

Resolved,  That  the  pastors  and  consistories  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod 
be  requested  to  co-iiperate  with  the  agent  thus  sent  out,  and  also  with  the 
Board  of  Regents  to  carry  out  these  instructions  and  save  the  Institution, 
and  so  secure  the  establishment  of  Mercersburg  College  for  the  education- 
al work  of  this  Synod,  if  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Regents,  if  forthcoming  relief  cannot  bfe 
thus  obtained,  in  the  coming  year,  be  empowered  to  dispose  of  such  prop- 
erty, as  can  be  dispensed  with  to  the  least  detriment  to  the  operations  of 
the  College,  and  so  reduce  its  work,  as  to  bring  the  expenses  within  its 
income. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  be  directed  to  re- 
quest the  IJoard  of  Regents  to  discontinue  the  Post-Graduate  Department 
or  Course  of  Study,  in  said  College. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  requests  the  Board  of  Regents  of 
Mercersburg  College  to  secure'  such  change  in  the  Charter  of  the  College 
as  shall  put  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Board  necessarily  in  the 
bands  of  the  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  Rupp, 
j.  a.  hoffheins, 
Chas.  G.  Fisher, 
Louis  Markell, 
J.  M.  Hoffman, 

Committee. 

The  following;  resolution  was  subsequently  moved  and  adopted, 
to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  high  appreciation  of 
the  eminent  ability,  faithfulness,  and  devotion  to  the  work  c if  Christian 
education  in  the  lu'fornied  ("hurch  performed  by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Higbee, 
and  that  it  invokes  (rod's  blessing  to  rest  upon  him  in  the  future,  and 
also  upon  those  who  are  associated  with  him  in  his  labors  in  Mercers- 
burg College. 

At  the  election  held  for  members  of  the  different  Boards  of  Synod, 
Andrew  R  Schnebly,  Louis  Markell,  and  E.  J.  Bonebrake,  Esq.,  were 
elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  .M  ercersburg  t^ollege  for 
the  term  ol'  three  years  Rev.  Wm.  "A.  Gring  was  also  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Hegents  for  one  year,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of 
Rev  J.  A.  Peters,  whose  resignation  the  Synod  had  accepted. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  REGENTS  AND  TERMS  OP  SERVICE. 

Androw  R.  Schnebly, 3  voars, October,  1882 

Louis  Mnrkoll, .' 3""  "  1882 

E.  J.  Bonebrake,  Esq., 3     "  "  1882 

Rev.  E.  E.  Higboc,  D.  D 2     "  "  1881 

"     J.  S.  Kieffcr 2     "  "  1881 

"     D.  M.  Wbitmoro, 2     "  "  1881 

"     Wni.  A.  Grin-, 1      "  "  1880 

John  L.  Rcifsnvdcr, 1     "  "  1880 

William  HeyseV, 1     "  "  1880 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  9,  reported  a 
statement  of  the  conthtion  and  wants  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  at 
Womelsdorf,  Pa.  The  it^m  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Revs.  A.  C.  Geary,  I.  M.  Motter,  and  Elder  F.  M.  McKee- 
han.  This  committee,  during  the  last  session  of  Sj'nod,  submitted  the 
following  report,  wliich  was  received  and  adopted : 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    BETHANY   ORPHAN    HOME. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  "Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  Bethany  Orphan  Home,"  respectfully  reports  as  follows: 

The  Board  states  that  the  Home  has  now  been  in  existence  for  a  period 
of  fifteen  years,  and  maintained  307  orphans,  and  received  about  -JtiloO,- 
000.00  from  the  Church  and  other  sources  toward  its  sujiport. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Board  received  froni'the  Church  and  State 
$3,608. 54 — "the  smallest  amount  received,  during  any  year  of  its  history, 
and  about  $800.00  less  than  its  expenditures;"  apart  from  produce  yield- 
ed by  the  farm  belonging  to  the  Home.  Fifty-tive  ori)hans  were  at  the 
Home  during  tin-  year.  The  general  health  of  its  intnatcs  has  been  good. 
There  was  but  one  death.  Several  orphans  were  contiruied  on  last  Good 
Friday  ;  and  106  since  the  organization  of  the  congregation  ten  years 
ago  bj'  the  present  Superintendent,  Rev.  D.  B.  Albright. 

A  plan  to  liquidate  the  remaining  indebtedness  on  the  Home  farm  has 
been  adopted,  and  is  recommended  by  the  Board,  namely,  that  forty  per- 
sons should  contribute  $100.00  a  piece.  Four  names  have  already  been 
secured.  In  view  of  the  foregoing  statement,  we  offer  the  following  res- 
olutions fV)r  adoption,  to  wit  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sacred  cause  of  the  orphans  be  and  hei'eby  is  renew- 
edly  commended  to  the  attention  and  lil5erality  of  the  churches  within 
our  bounds. 

Refiolvp-d,  That  our  congrcgatiiuis  and  Sunday-schools  be  advised  to  de- 
vote at  least  tlieir  Christma-  aims  to  lliis  cause. 

Besolvrd,  That  the  plan  of  forty  persons  contributing  .^lOO.OQ  each  for 
the  purpos"  of  liquidating  the  indebtedness  on  the  Home  farm  be  earnest- 
ly commended  to  the  clmrches  and  members  within  our  bounds. 

Respectful  ly  su bm i t ted , 

A.  C.  Gkary, 

I.     M.     MoTTKK, 

F.   M.   McKkkhax, 

Co7Hmi/tee. 
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LEGACY    OP    PHILIP    BRECHBILL. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  under  item  8,  reported  a 
communication  from  the  consistory  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Church- 
town,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  in  which  reference  is  made  to  the  leg- 
acy of  Philip  Brechbill,  praying  the  Synod  to  accept  the  bequest  and 
carry  into  execution  the  desire  and  will  of  the  testator. 

The  following  resolutions  wore  adopted  in  regard  to  this  matter : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  receive  of  and  from  Henry  E.  Brechbill,  executor  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Philip  Brechbill,  deceased,  the  legacy  becpieathed  to  the 
Synod,  and  in  the  name,  place,  and  stead  of  the  Synod  sign,  seal,  and 
deliver,  and  acknowledge  a  release  to  the  said  Henry  E.  Brechbill,  ex- 
ecutor as  aforesaid,  for  the  said  sum. 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  Synod  take  charge  of  said  l)eciuest 
or  legacy,  and  apply  the  same  as  directed  by  the  testator. 


The  authorities  of  the  Maryland  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
located  at  Frederick  City,  kindly  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Synod 
to  visit  said  Institution.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and,  at  4  o'clock 
on  Monday  afternoon,  the  Synod  in  a  body  made  the  visit. 


SOCIETY    FOR   THE    RELIEF    OF    MINISTERS    AND    WIDOM^S    OF 
MINISTERS. 

The  Society  for  the  relief  of  disabled  ministers  and  the  widows  of 
deceased  ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
through  its  Treasurer,  submitted  a  statement,  with  a  request  that  it  be 
entered  upon  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  which  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  done,  to  wit : 

During  the  past  year  the  Society  made  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
$765.00, "among  three  disabled  ministers  and  fifteen  widows.  The  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  at  present  is  $447.45. 

During  the  past  year,  a  member  of  our  Church  in  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia lelt  to  the  Society  a  legacy  of  $1,000,00 — an  example  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. 

The  Society  hopes,  that  it  will  continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of 
the  Synod,  and  suggests  that,  as  heretofore,  it  requests  all  the  churches 
under  its  care  to  take  up,  at  least,  one  collection  for  the  Society,  durin'_r 
the  year  ;  and  further,  that  it  recommend  that  efforts  be  made  in  the 
churches  to  increase  the  principal  of  the  Society  by  legacies,  or  other 
methods,  so  that  larger  appropriations  may  be  made  to  those  entitled  to 
the  help  of  the  Society. 

Theodore  Appel,  Treasurer. 

The  interests  of  the  Society  were  commended  to  the  churches  under 
the  care  of  the  Synod. 
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An  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  per  member  was  made  to  remuner- 
ate the  sexton  and  meet  incidental  expenses.  Eevs.  W.  R.  H.  Deat- 
rich,  A.  Shulenberfjer,  and  Elder  I).  Biser  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee to  collect  said  assessment.  At  a  subsccjuent  ses.sion,  the  committee 
reported,  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  comniitte  to  collect  twenty-five  cents  from  each  member  of  Syn- 
od beg.s  leave  to  report,  that  the  duty  has  been  attended  to,  and  the  sum 
of  $31. '25  collected  and  paid  over  to  the  Pastor  loci. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  E.  H.  Deatrich, 

A.    SnULENBKRGER, 

Daniel  Biskr, 

Committee. 


On  Saturday  morning,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  leave  of  absence, 
consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  Sykes,  H.  Wissler,  and  Elder  S.  B.  Snively. 
The  committee  reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted : 
To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Potomac  : 

Your  committee  on  leave  of  absence  would  respectfully  report,  that 
quite  a  number  of  ap})lications  for  leave  of  absence  were  received;  and, 
after  carefully  considering  each  case,  as  each  appeared,  they  granted 
leave  of  absence  to  the  following  persons  : 

Ministers.— i .  M.  Mickley,  H.  Tallhelm,  R.  R.  Smith,  D.  ISI.  Dittmar, 
H.  F.  Long,  D.  W.  Ebbert,"^A.  R.  Kremer,  A  Shulenberger,  Dr.  GLess- 
ner,  A.  G.  Dole,  and  Folders  J.  Hoover.  M.  L.  Emig,  A.Herberlig,  H. 
Wirt,  E.  Williard,  E  Krone.  A.  D.  Myers,  A.  ^.  Beitler,  J.  F.  Crawn, 
E.  Roler,  J.  L.  Rohrbach,  J.  M.  Hotfman,  A.  Koons,  and  J.  Welshans. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Sykes, 
Henry  Wissler, 
Saml.  B.  Snively, 
Committee. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 


MINISTERIAL  NECROLOGY. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology  present«<  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

REPORT   OP   COMMITTEE    ON    MINISTERIAL    NECROLOGY. 

Your  Committee  on  Ministerial  Necrology,  in  making  their  report,  de- 
Birc  to  congratulate  the  Synod  upon  the  fact,  that,  during  the  last  Syn- 
odical  year,  (as  also  in  the  preceding  one,)  there  has  been  but  one  death 
in  the  ranks  of  the  ministry  of  Synod.  Surely  there  is  something  in  this 
exemption  from  loss  by  death  to  be  profoundly  thanUful  for,  and  of  which 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  take  special  note 

The  Rev.  Nicholas  E.  Gilds,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of  his  ordina- 
tion, died  suddenly  at  his  homo  in  Mechanicstown,  .Md.,  on  the  evening 
of  the  5th  of  March,  as  he  was  preparing  to  go  to  his  bed  for  the  night. 
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from  a  disease  of  the  heart,  of  the  incurable  nature  of  whicli  he  was  aware, 
but  had  made  known  only  to  a  few  of  his  friends.  Laying  aside  his  gar- 
ments, and  putting  off  his  mortal  flesh,  as  it  were  in  one  act,  he  rests  from 
his  labors,  and,  life's  fitful  fever  over,  he  sleeps  well. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age,  having 
been  born  April  17th,  A.  D.  1819.  He  became  a  candidate  for  the  min- 
istry in  Chambersburg,  during  the  pastorate  of  Kev.  H.  L.  Rice,  of  saint- 
ed memory,  and  for  a  short  time  pursued  his  studies  at  Marshall  College, 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  but  for  the  most  part  made  his  preparation  for  the 
Holy  Ministry  in  a  private  way.  He  was  licensed  by  the  Virginia  Classis 
in  1850,  and  in  the  following  year,  was  ordained  and  installed  as  Pastor 
at  Carrollton,  Ohio,  where  he  exercised  his  ministry  for  the  space  of  three 
years.  From  thence  he  removed  to  Reimersburg,  Clarion  County,  Pa., 
and  remained  there  as  Pastor  of  the  charge  for  three  years.  Thence  he 
was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  St.  Clairsville  Charge,  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  andfcontinued  his  labors  for  nine  years.  From  St.  Clairsville  he  re- 
moved to  Tancytown,  Md.,  where  he  lived  as  Pastor  of  the  Charge  for 
tM'o  years,  going  thence  to  Mechanicstown,  in  what  is  supposed  to  be  his 
native  County  (Frederick),  where  he  prosecuted  his  ministerial  work  for 
nine  years  more — up  to  within  two  or  three  years  of  the  time  of  his 
decease. 

Doubtless  these  twenty-six  years  of  preaching  and  pastoral  work  have 
been  owned  of  the  Lord  and  crowned  with  His  benediction,  "Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

The  testimony  of  one  who  knew  him  well  is  this — "He  was  a  good  min- 
ister and  neighbor,  true  to  the  golden  rule,  careful  of  the  good  name  of 
his  ministerial  brethren,  and  never  did  he  detract  from  them  any  merit 
or  reputation,  they  may  have  succeeded  in  winning.  He  was  true  to  hia 
Church,  her  doctrines,  customs,  and  traditions,  and  obedient  to  her  au- 
thority." 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  desire  to  say,  that  it  is  hardly  probable, 
that  the  Synodical  year,  upon  which  we  have  now  entered,  will  be  dis- 
tinguished by  so  large  an  exemption  from  death  among  our  ministry. 
Indeed,  this  very  fact,  to  wit,  the  smallest  possible  death  rate  for  two 
consecutive  years,  renders  it  highly  probable,  that  more  than  one  minister 
will  pass  away  from  the  ministry  of  this  Synod,  during  the  current  year. 
If  so,  in  the  good  Providence  of  our  Lord,  may  it  be  in  the  midst  of  full 
and  successful  v/ork,  that  each  one,  as  he  goes  may  be  enabled  joyfully  to 
say,  "T  have  fnught  a  good  fight,  I  have  fini.shed  my  course,  I  have  kept 
the  faith  :  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.   Lewis  Staley,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XXI II. 


RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  moved  and  unanimously  adopted  : 


VOTE    OF    THANKS. 


Resolved,  That  the  most  cordial  thanks  of  this   Synod  be  and   here- 
by are  returned  to  the   Pastor,  Consistory,  and  members  of  the  First  or 
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Evana^clical  Reformed  Church  of  Frederick  City  for  the  use  of  their 
church,  in  wliich  to  hold  tlic  present  sessions  of  Synod,  and  for  tlioir  kind 
entertainment  and  lil)eral  hospitality  extended  to  us,  duriug  our  present 
Bojourn  ainonyst  them. 

Hesolvcd,  That  the  Pastor  loci  be  requested  to  read  the  foregoint;^  reso- 
lution from  his  pulpit,  at  his  next  LoVd's  Day  service,  and  have  it  pub- 
lished in  the  daily  )taper  of  Frederick. 

Resolved,  Thi'.t  tin'.  Corresjionding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  return  the 
thanks  of  the  Synod  to  the  management  of  tiie  Pennsylvania,  and  Balti- 
more and  Oliio  liailmads  for  kindness  in  jiermitting  the  members  of  Syn- 
od to  pass  over  their  respective  roads,  at  reduced  rates  of  fare. 


The  Synodical  Roll  was  then  called,  and  the  following  members  of 
Synod  were  found  absent  without  permission :  Revs.  J.  Ault,  A.  Wan- 
ner, W.  H.  Herbert,  E.  G.  Williams,  F  S.  Lindaman,  and  Elders  Jar 
'cob  G  March,  Jacob  Rickard,  Henry  Dietz,  and  George  W.  Hench  of 
Zions  Cldssis ;  Elder  Peter  Ziuunorman  of  Mdvijldiid  Classis ;  Eld- 
er Henry  Onnvake  of  Mercersburg  (Jassia  ;  and  Revs.  H.  St.  J.  Rink- 
er,  S.  L.  VVhitniore,  L.  M.  Hensell,  and  Elder  John  W.  Yakey  of 
Virgin  ia  Chiash. 

The  minutes  were  then  finally  read  and  approved,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  during  the  session  of  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  be  in  General  Co7i- 
veniion. 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn  tinally,  it  be  to  meet  again  in  annual 
sessions  in  the  Reformed  (  hurch  of  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  County, Vir- 
ginia, on  Wednesday  Evening,  October  13th,  A.  D.  1880,  at  7  o'clock. 

The  Synod  adjourni'd  finally  on  \Vednesday  afternoon,  October  29th, 
at  12]  o'clock,  with  chanting  the  Gloria  in  Excelsis,  repeating  th^ 
Apostles'  Creed,  joining  in  the  Lord's  Pray 'r,  singing  the  doxology,. 
and  benediction  by  the  President. 

J.  W.  SANTEE,  President. 

WM.  M.  DEATH ICK,  Staled  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Stated  Cleiuv. 
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